October 4,2026

Zion Reformed United Church of Christ
To share the gospel of Christ

in such a way that we find God,

grow our faith, discover our purpose

and make a difference.

World Communion Sunday

Invitation to be Curious Cole Arthur Riley, This Here Flesh
Wonder includes the capacity to be in awe of humanity, even your own. It allows us to
jettison the dangerous belief that things worthy of wonder can only be located on nature
hikes and scenic overlooks. This can distract us from the beauty flowing through us daily.
For every second that our organs and bones sustain us is a miracle. When those bones heal,
when our wounds scab over, this is our call to marvel at our own bodies—their
regeneration, their stability or frailty. This grows our sense of dignity. To be able to marvel
atthe face of our neighbor with the same awe we have for the mountaintop, the sunlight
refracting—this manner of vision is what will keep us from destroying each other.

Gathering Music
Welcome and Announcements

Prelude Itis Well

*Call to Worship
One: Inaworldthatremainsdivided and in conflict, God is inviting us, to make us one.
All: Today we gather around one table, in answer to God’s will.
One: Whatdo we find at today’s table?
All: God'slove, which endures all things and connects all things.
One: Whatisnotattoday’stable?
All: The many powers of the world, which seek to stand over others.
One: Letusrepent, and give thanks to God’s power to bring salvation to all who believe.
All: Thanksbe to God! Make us witnesses of Your love.
Letus worship together the true God, who makes us one.

*Hymn Purple #182 I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say

Callto Confession
Aswe grow older, we feel less and less wonder. The moments of awe are few and far
between. And yet, all that amazes children is still out there in God’s creation. Let us confess
our struggle to wonder and invite God’s presence to inspire us anew.

Prayer of Confession
One: Holy God, we are often moving too fast to feel amazed. We are too anxious to feel
curious. We forget that you are the source of all wonder and we must turn to you.
All: Forgive our bustling and forgetfulness. Break into our lives and overwhelm us with
your joy and wonder. Amen.



Declaration of Forgiveness
Wonder is part of us as God’s good creation. In God’s overwhelming love, we have the
freedom to be curious. In God’s overwhelming grace, we have the opportunity to begin
again. Amen.

Choral Response Purple #288 Spirit of the Living God
Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me. Spirit of theliving God, fall afresh on me.
Melt me; mold me; fill me; use me. Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me.

Scripture  Matthew 2:1-12 Carroll Sager
In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, magi from the east
came to Jerusalem, asking, “Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For we
observed his star in the east and have come to pay him homage.” When King Herod heard
this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him, and calling together all the chief
priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born.

They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it has been written by the prophet: ‘And you,
Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah, for from
you shall come a ruler who is to shepherd my people Israel.””

Then Herod secretly called for the magi and learned from them the exact time when the
star had appeared. Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for
the child, and when you have found him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay him
homage.” When they had heard the king, they set out, and there, ahead of them, went the
star that they had seen in the east, until it stopped over the place where the child was.
When they saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. On entering the
house, they saw the child with Mary his mother, and they knelt down and paid him homage.
Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and
myrrh. And having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for their own
country by another road.

One: Listen for what the Spiritisteaching.

All: Thanksbe to God.

Word for Children Words by K.A.Holt, Pictures by Kenard Pak, I Wonder

Scripture Psalm 19, The Message Interpretation Carroll Sager
God’s glory is on tour in the skies, God-craft on exhibit across the horizon.
Madame Day holds classes every morning, Professor Night lectures each evening.
Their words aren’t heard, their voices aren’t recorded, but their silence fills the earth:
unspoken truth is spoken everywhere.

God makes a huge dome for the sun—a superdome! The morning sun’s a new husband
leaping from his honeymoon bed, the day breaking sun an athlete racing to the tape. That’s
how God’s Word vaults across the skies from sunrise to sunset, melting ice, scorching
deserts, warming hearts to faith. The revelation of God is whole and pulls our lives
together. The signposts of God are clear and point out the right road. The life-maps of God
areright, showing the way to joy. The directions of God are plain and easy on the eyes.
God’s reputation is twenty-four-carat gold, with a lifetime guarantee.



The decisions of God are accurate down to the nth degree. God’s Word is better than a
diamond, better than a diamond set between emeralds. You’ll like it better than
strawberries in spring, better than red, ripe strawberries. There’s more: God’s Word warns
us of danger and directs us to hidden treasure. Otherwise how will we find our way? Or
know when we play the fool? Clean the slate, God, so we can start the day fresh!

Keep me from stupid sins, from thinking I can take over your work; then I can start this day
sun-washed, scrubbed clean of the grime of sin. These are the words in my mouth; these are
what I chew on and pray. Acceptthem when I place them on the morning altar, O God, my
Altar-Rock, God, Priest-of-My-Altar.

One: Wehave listened today in curiosity and in hope.

All: Mayour mindsberenewed.

One: Wehave listened today in wonder and in imagination.

All: Mayour hearts be expanded.

One: Wehave listened today in bravery and in flexibility.

All: Maytheworld be transformed. Amen.

Choral Prayer of Illumination Dom Bechtel
Sermon Be Curious - Wonder E. Scott Winnette
*Hymn Purple #515 I Come with Joy
Call for the Offering

One: The heavens are telling the glory of God, and so is this earth. This earth, where we
see mustard seeds grow and become home to birds, and fig trees bear fruitin
unlikely seasons, and people risk their lives for strangers. So this day we invite you
tobe part of the wonder and awe that began creation and that companions it even
now. With joy and wonder we present our gifts this day.

Offertory Down From His Glory

*Doxology Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; & j Hod ]
Praise Him, all creatures here below E’.,’.‘ = ﬁ
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; %{E]
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.

*Prayer of Dedication (in unison)
Holy God of all that is full of wonder, we trust that where your light and our giving meet,
another world is possible. We recognize that all good we have comes from you, and we
rejoice in freely sharing it for a wider expression of your vision. With delight, wonder and
awe, and in connection with your people across the globe, we pray, Amen.



Sacrament of Communion

One: From every corner of the earth, Christ callsusto the table.

All: 'We come from many peoples, many places, many traditions.

One: We come with the songs of our ancestors and the prayers of those who came before
us.

All: We come carrying stories of faith, struggle, hope, and joy.

One: Fromthe villages of Africa and the islands of the Pacific, from the mountains of Asia
and the cities of the Americas, from the churches of Europe and the Middle East

All: We come as one people, gathered in Christ.

One: Some come to this table with abundance. Some come longing for daily bread.

All: Christ welcomes us all.

One: Some come singing. Some come grieving. Some come with questions. Some come
with gratitude.

All: Christwelcomes us all.

One: Today,the wallsthatdivide us do not have the final word. Language does not divide
us. Geography does not divide us. Culture does not divide us.

All: At Christ’stable, there is room for all.

One: Come, people of God. Come with open hands and open hearts.

All: Wecometoreceive. We come to remember. We come to share. We come to be made
one.

One: Onthe night before he was betrayed,
Jesus took bread, gave thanks, broke it, and shared it with his friends.
Hetook the cup and shared it as a sign of a new covenant—
a promise of love stronger than violence,
hope stronger than despair, and life stronger than death.
Holy Spirit, breathe upon this bread and this cup and upon all who receive them.
As Christians around the world gather today, make us mindful of one another: of
those who worship in crowded churches and those who gather in small
communities; of those who celebrate with joyful music and dancing and those whose
worship is quiet and contemplative; of those who have enough to eat and those who
cry out for bread; of those who worship in freedom and those who gather amid
conflict, displacement, or persecution. Make us one in the love of Christ. Asthis
bread is broken and this cup is shared, teach us that communion is more than what
happens here. Make us people who share what we have, who welcome the stranger,
who seek reconciliation, who stand with those who suffer, and who work for the
peace and flourishing of all creation.

Sharing the Meal

One: Thebread oflife, given for all.

All: Wereceive with gratitude.

One: The cup of blessing, shared for all.
All: Wereceive with gratitude.

Prayer of Thanksgiving

One: God of every nation and generation, gather us into the great company of your
people— those who have gone before us, those who worship beside us, and
those we may never meet in this life. Until the day when every people and
every nation are gathered into your eternal feast, keep us faithful to one
another and to you.

All: Sendus from thistable as people of Christ’s peace.

One body. One Spirit. One Lord. One faith. One hope.



*Hymn Purple #661 Why Should I Feel Discouraged

*Benediction
May we go into the world inspired to Be Curious! May the God who created wonder; the
Christ who redeemed love; and the Spirit who sustains our joy go with you. Amen.

*Choral Response Purple #43 On Eagle’s Wings
And He will raise you up on eagle's wings,
bear you on the breath of dawn,
make you to shinelike the sun,

and hold you in the palm of his hand.

Postlude Missionary Medley

The sermon and liturgical series are from the materials, Be Curious provided by This is the Day.
This is the Day is a community of professional women in ministry, who write and produce
resources for the full life of the church. The Communion liturgy is from “A Global Table of Grace:
World Communion Sunday,” Disciples of Christ and United Church of Christ.

The BOLD FACE indicates when the congregation is invited to speak in unison. The asterisk (*)
indicates an invitation to stand in body or spirit.

WELCOME to Zion Reformed United Church of Christ, an Open and Affirming Church striving to
welcome and value all people and creation. Wherever you may be in the journey of faith, we
welcome you. We are a community where honest questions are valued and where faith is
considered a process, notan arrival. Affirmingthatevery person has worth as a unique creation
and a child of God, we welcome into full participation people of every age, sex, race, color,
ethnicity, culture, economic condition, physical and mental ability, marital status, sexual
orientation, and gender identity and expression. If you are passing through, we extend God’s
blessings to you as you continue on your way. If you are seeking a home, we invite you to join usin
the adventure of serving Jesus Christin a challenging world. Pastor Scott



MUMMERS PARADE TICKETS are for salein
the Church Office.

ZION INQUIRER’S CLASS - October 18th at
9:30am in the Parsonage - This is a class for
anyone who would like to learn more about
Zion and may be interested in joining the
church. Please let Pastor Scott or Susie Clutz
(Membership Chair) know of your interest.

PRAYING WITH ONE ANOTHER - Prayeris
one of the most important spiritual disciplines
of our faith, promoting communication with
God and love for God and neighbor. Join us in
prayer as we pray for all those in our
communities that we have touched or who
have touched us and those who simply crossed
our paths. Let us also remember to pray for
peace and safety around the world and to pray
with and for our Zion siblings: Bruce Albright,
Janis Albright, Eddie Barr, Beth Baseler,
Naomi Brackett, Robert Brewer (cousin of
Carol France), Linda Cantilena, Richard
Cantilena, Steve Cavey (Uncle of Tina
Shafer), Kim Cook, Crystal Frazier’s Dad,
Family of Bobby Gross, Jim Hatfield, Lyn
Hoffmaster (Claire-Marie’s sister), Karen
Howser (friend of Barb & Charly Ware),
Diane Huff, Jeanne Hvidding (Sister of Ralph
Frances), Robert and Judy Miller, Teresa
Moats (friend of Christine Coleman), Craig
Nilson (Curtis Nilson’s father), Patricia Nix,
The family of David Ridenour, Mary Ann
Sanders, Scherry Sellers, Daisy
Schlotterbeck, Staci Shafer, Rae Smith, Mary
Stann (friend of Kim Ridenour), Danielle
Tiller, Traci Van Vogelpoel, Margaret
Wagner, Christel Wolbring, and Barry
Yingling.

Complete a Prayer Card and place it inthe
offering plate to have a prayer request added
or reach out to Pastor Scott.

TUESDAY NIGHT MINISTRY - Tuesday Night
Ministry is collecting cans of soup. We are
alsoin need of empty Egg Cartons and Zip
Lock Storage Bags in all sizes.

MICAH’S BACKPACK - School has begun and
we are packing bags! For the month of
October, we are requesting donations of
single serve cups of pasta meals. Spaghetti
0’s, mac & cheese and lasagna, etc.

SUNDAY LUNCH BUNCH - After worship a
bunch of us get together and go out for lunch,
fellowship and lots of laughter. Anyone and
everyone are welcome to joinus. We meetup
inthe Chapel right after worship and thatis
when we usually decide where we are

going. Come join us whenever you can.

EASY-CISE CLASS - Joinus at 9:00am on the
second Saturday of each month for our Easy-
cise Class. Easy-ciseis a resistance-based
fitness class that helps with core and arm
workouts designed for beginners, those with
limited mobility, or anyone who prefers
seated exercises.

NEIGHBORS IN NEED OFFERING - Gifts to
Neighbors in Need support the United
Church of Christ’s ministries of justice and
compassion throughout the United

States. One-third of NIN funds supportthe
Council for American Indian Ministry
(CAIM). The other two-thirds of the offering
support a variety of justice initiatives,
advocacy efforts, direct service projects, and
grants. Neighbors in Need grants are
annually awarded to UCC churches and
organizations doing justice work in their
communities.



WORSHIP LEADERS

The lector this week is: Carroll Sager
Ushers for this week are: William Brewer,
Calvin Livingston, Gerry Saum, and Jean
Simmons

NEXT WEEK’S WORSHIP 10/11 & CALENDAR
The lector for next week is: Tina Shafer

Next week’s ushers are: Bernie Clutz, Susan
Clutz, Becky Hohman and John Schnebly.

10/5 5:30 pm CE Team Meeting

10/5 7:00 pm Consistory Meeting
10/7 6:30pm Potluck and Bible study
10/9 9:00am Zion Gathering Place
10/10 9:00 am Easy-cise class

CHILDREN’S CHURCH Becky Hohman

BIRTHDAYS
Becky Loccisano 10/4
Carroll Sager 10/4

ANNIVERSARIES
Michael and Carol Mooers 10/2

OFFICE HOURS - The church office will be
open Monday through Thursday from 1pm-
3pm.

MUSIC FOR SEPTEMBER 23,2026
CCLINUMBER: 6212519

Prelude Itis Well Variations original tune
by Philip P. Bliss,
Hymns
Glory to God #182, I Heard the Voice of Jesus
Say
Glory to God #515, I Come with Joy
Glory to God #661, Why Should I Feel
Discouraged
Choral Responses
Glory to God#288 Spirit of the Living God
Glory to God, #43 On Eagles Wings

Offertory Down From His Glory Music by
Capua & Capuro, Arranged by
Jenifer Cook 2014 copyright by
Jenifer Cook
Postlude Missionary Medley arranged by
Debbie Frandsen Copyright: 2014
Debbie Frandsen

Zion Reformed United Church of Christ
201 N Potomac Street
Hagerstown, MD 21740
301.739.7244
zionrucc@myactv.net
www.zionreformed.church

Rev. Dr. E. Scott Winnette, Pastor
240-675-3227, pastorwinnette@gmail.com




