
                                                                        September 6, 2026 
 

Zion Reformed United Church of Christ 
 

To share the gospel of Christ 
in such a way that we find God, 

grow our faith, discover our purpose 
and make a difference. 

 
 

 
 
 
Gathering Music 
 
Welcome and Announcements 
   
 Celebration Sunday/Rally Day, September 13 
  9:45am- Adult Church School in the Burhans Room 
  9:45am- Children’s Sunday School and Choir practice 
  11:00am- Capital Campaign Celebration Sunday Worship 
  12:00pm- Capital Campaign Celebration Sunday Luncheon 
 
Prelude                         Bread of Life, Living Water 
 
*Call to Worship (Psalm 63) 

One: When two or three gather, Christ lives in every moment. 
All: Where two or three gather, Christ is present with them.  
One: Where two or three gather to worship God, 
All: glad songs of praise are lifted, hearts are filled with hope. 
One: When two or three gather to serve God's creation, 
All: Christ is feeding the hungry, Christ is building shelters of peace.  Amen. 
 

*Hymn                    Restless Weaver 
 
Prayer of Confession (in unison) 

Merciful God, you pardon all who truly repent and turn to you. 
We humbly confess our sins and ask your mercy. 
We have not loved you with a pure heart, 
nor have we loved our neighbor as ourselves. 
We have not done justice, loved kindness, 
or walked humbly with you, our God. 
 
Have mercy on us, O God, in your loving-kindness. 
In your great compassion, cleanse us from our sin. 
Create in us a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within us. 
Do not cast us from your presence, or take your Holy Spirit from us. 
Restore to us the joy of your salvation 
and sustain us with your bountiful Spirit. 

 
Silence for Personal Confession 



Declaration of Forgiveness 
 One: Fresh every morning is the faithfulness of God. 
 All: Fresh every morning is the grace of God. 
 One: Friends, hear and believe the Good News. 
 All: Through Jesus Christ we are forgiven. Thanks be to God! 
 
Choral Response                          If You Believe and I Believe     
 If you believe and I believe and we together pray, 
 the Holy Spirit must come down and set God’s people free, 
 and set God’s people free, and set God’s people free; 
 the Holy Spirit must come down and set God’s people free. 
 
Scripture         Matthew 22:34-40         Rae Smith 

When the Pharisees heard that he had silenced the Sadducees, they gathered together, and 
one of them, a lawyer, asked him a question to test him.  Teacher, which commandment in 
the law is the greatest?  He said to him,  you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, 
and with all your soul, and with all your mind.  This is the greatest and first commandment. 
And a second is like it:  you shall love your neighbor as yourself.  On these two 
commandments hang all the law and the prophets.  

 One: Listen to what the Spirit is teaching. 
 All: Thanks be to God. 
 
Word for Children                God’s Dream by Archbishop Desmond Tutu and Douglas Carlton Abrams  
 
Scripture Romans 13:8-14         Rae Smith 

Owe no one anything, except to love one another; for the one who loves another has 
fulfilled the law.  The commandments, ‘You shall not commit adultery; You shall not 
murder; You shall not steal; You shall not covet’; and any other commandment, are summed 
up in this word, ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’  Love does no wrong to a neighbor; 
therefore, love is the fulfilling of the law. 
 

 Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to wake from sleep. 
For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; the night is far gone, the 
day is near. Let us then lay aside the works of darkness and put on the armor of light;  let us 
live honorably as in the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not in debauchery and 
licentiousness, not in quarrelling and jealousy.  Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and 
make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires.  

 One: The Word of God for the people of God. 
 All: Thanks be to God. 
 
Choral Prayer of Illumination         Kobe Brown 
 
Sermon Love Fulfills                         Rev. Dr. E. Scott Winnette 
 
*Hymn Purple #366                             Love Divine, All Loves Excelling 
 
Sacrament of Communion  
 
One: May God be with you! 
All: And also with you! 
One: People of God, open your hearts. 
All: We open them to the One who feeds us with freedom and hope. 



One: Children of God, sing songs of thanksgiving to the One who journeys with you! 
All: Graced with abundant life, we join our hearts and voices in praise to our  

loving God! 
 

One: The moment you spoke and liberated chaos, Holy God, time marked the beginning 
of created beauty and glory.  You watered earth with tears of joy, planting seeds of hope 
and peace so we might be fed by your heart.  But asked simply to be your children, we could 
not obey that request, but wandered off to feast at the table groaning with lies and curses. 
Your gracious word was sung in new ways by the prophets, but we tuned them out.  You sent 
us Jesus Christ to set us free and bring us into Your blessed home today and forever. 
 
So, we are packed and ready to journey into freedom, singing praises in the company of our 
sisters and brothers from every time: 

 
All: Holy! Holy! Holy! Living God of grace! 

All creation echoes your praise: 
creatures roaming the fields, 
dolphins splashing in the seas, 
eagles soaring in the bright sky. 
Glory to you forever and ever, 
God of the captives! 

 
One: As you have prepared this Table for us, gather us as your children, so we might remember  

all the promises fulfilled to us in Christ the Holy Child: 
 
All: When we eat of the Bread, Christ's life strengthens us; 

when we drink from the Cup, Christ's Spirit nourishes us; 
when we go to serve others, we live Christ’s resurrection. 

 
One: As you bless the gifts of the Bread and the Cup, anoint us with your Spirit which brings us 

together.  As your grace touches our lips with hope and healing, may we reach out our 
hands to set free those captive to injustice.  As your peace is poured into the empty corners 
of our hearts, may we go forth to love others as much as we love ourselves, and to serve 
them as we show our love for you. 
 
And when we gather with all our sisters and brothers, all division done away with, all 
brokenness healed, all barriers pulled down, and all your children set free from despair, 
we will join our hands and hearts around your Table of eternity, singing praise through 
forever: 
 

All: Glory to you, Liberating God! 
Alleluia to you, Christ our Servant! 
Thanks to you, Spirit of Peace! 
Now and forever. Amen. 

 
Prayer of Commitment (in unison)     An Interpretation of the Lord’s Prayer from New Zealand  

Eternal Spirit, Earth-maker, Pain-bearer, Life-giver, Source of all that is and that shall be, 
Father and Mother of us all, Loving God, in whom is heaven: The hallowing of your name 
echoes through the universe! The way of your justice be followed by the peoples of the 
world! Your heavenly will be done by all created beings! Your commonwealth of peace and 
freedom sustain our hope and come on earth. 
  



With the bread we need for today, feed us. In the hurts we absorb from one another, forgive 
us. In times of temptation and test, strengthen us. From trials too great to endure, spare us. 
From the grip of all that is evil, free us. For you reign in the glory of the power that is love, 
now and forever. Amen. 

 
Call for the Offering  

One: Holy One, take our wrinkled bills, our plastic cards, our tarnished coins; we give 
them to you, Loving God, so those who are oppressed might be set free, that those 
who are hungry would be fed, that those who are lonely might find family.  In Jesus’ 
name, we pray.  Amen. 

 
Offertory         The Lord is My Shepherd 
 
*Doxology Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;    

   Praise Him, all creatures here below 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host;  
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 
Prayer of Dedication (in unison) 

Dependable God in whom we live and move and have our being, once again You have filled 
us with hope and blessed us with grace.  And we are grateful. We now offer our very selves 
as a fragrant offering to You. Receive us, transform us, and use us for Your glory.  
We pray in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 

 
*Hymn  Purple #203        Jesu, Jesu, Fill Us with Your Love 
          
*Sending   

One: Send us out now, O God, in twos and threes 
All: to be the grace and compassion the world needs. 
One: Send us out now, O Jesus, alone and together, 
All: to work for justice for all the forgotten. 
One: Send us out now, O Spirit, as your people 
All: to bring peace to the brokenness around us. 

 
Choral Response Purple #698                                              Take, O Take me as I am 
 
Postlude              Improvisation on Be Thou My Vision 
 
 



 



The BOLD FACE indicates when the 
congregation is invited to speak in unison. 
The asterisk (*) indicates an invitation to 
stand in body or spirit. 
 
WELCOME to Zion Reformed United Church 
of Christ, an Open and Affirming Church 
striving to welcome and value all people and 
creation. Wherever you may be in the 
journey of faith, we welcome you.  We are a 
community where honest questions are 
valued and where faith is considered a 
process, not an arrival.   Affirming that every 
person has worth as a unique creation and a 
child of God, we welcome into full 
participation people of every age, sex, race, 
color, ethnicity, culture, economic condition, 
physical and mental ability, marital status, 
sexual orientation, and gender identity and 
expression.  If you are passing through, we 
extend God’s blessings to you as you continue 
on your way. If you are seeking a home, we 
invite you to join us in the adventure of 
serving Jesus Christ in a challenging world.   
Pastor Scott 
 
Capital Campaign Celebration  - Next 
Sunday, September 13 is our Capital 
Campaign Celebration Day.  At this time our 
campaign amount pledged/raised will be 
announced. Remember the lesson from the 
Littlest Angel, all gifts, regardless of size, are 
worthy in the eyes of God.  It is hoped that 
everyone will have made their best pledge to 
Zion's campaign by then.  Of course, 
additional pledges will continue to be 
gratefully accepted after next Sunday.  We 
hope that everyone will stay for a special 
celebratory dinner in the Chapel 
immediately following worship.   
 
TUESDAY NIGHT MINISTRY - Tuesday Night 
Ministry is collecting cans of vegetables. We 
are also in need of empty Egg Cartons and Zip 
Lock Storage Bags in all sizes.    
 
SUNDAY LUNCH BUNCH - Every Sunday 
after worship a bunch of us get together and 
go out for lunch, fellowship and lots of 
laughter.  Anyone and everyone are welcome 
to join us.  We try to patronize a different 

local eatery each week.  We meet up in the 
Chapel right after worship and that is when 
we usually decide where we are going.  Come 
join us whenever you can. 

 
PRAYING WITH ONE ANOTHER - Prayer is 
one of the most important spiritual disciplines 
of our faith, promoting communication with 
God and love for God and neighbor. Join us in 
prayer as we pray for all those in our 
communities that we have touched or who 
have touched us and those who simply crossed 
our paths. Let us also remember to pray for 
peace and safety around the world and to pray 
with and for our Zion siblings:  Bruce Albright, 
Janis Albright, Eddie Barr, Beth Baseler, 
Naomi Brackett, Robert Brewer (cousin of 
Carol France), Linda Cantilena, Richard 
Cantilena, Steve Cavey (Uncle of Tina 
Shafer),  Kim Cook, Crystal Frazier’s Dad, 
Family of Bobby Gross,  Jim Hatfield, Lyn 
Hoffmaster (Claire-Marie’s sister), Karen 
Howser (friend of Barb & Charly Ware), 
Diane Huff, Jeanne Hvidding  (Sister of Ralph 
Frances), Peggy Lowman, Robert and Judy 
Miller, Teresa Moats (friend of Christine 
Coleman), Craig Nilson (Curtis Nilson’s 
father), Patricia Nix, David Ridenour, Mary 
Ann Sanders, Scherry Sellers, Daisy 
Schlotterbeck, Staci Shafer, Rae Smith, Mary 
Stann (friend of Kim Ridenour), Traci Van 
Vogelpoel, Margaret Wagner,  Christel 
Wolbring, and Barry Yingling.   
Complete a Prayer Card and place it in the 
offering plate to have a prayer request added 
or reach out to Pastor Scott. 

 
SUNDAY SCHOOL - We are looking for 
Sunday school teachers for third 3rd grade - 
6th and  7th grade - high school. If you are 
interested, please reach out to Kim Ridenour 
or Megan Shroyer. 
 
 

 

 



EASY-CISE CLASS - Join us at 9:00am on the 

second Saturday of each month for our Easy-

cise Class.  Easy-cise is a resistance-based 

fitness class that helps with core and arm 

workouts designed for beginners, those with 

limited mobility, or anyone who prefers 

seated exercises. 

 

WORSHIP LEADERS 
The lector this week is Rae Smith. 
Ushers for this week are:   Burnie Clutz, Susan 
Clutz, Becky Hohman, and John Schnebly 
 
NEXT WEEK’S WORSHIP & CALENDAR 
The lector for next week is:   Barb Hendershot 
Next week’s ushers are:  Frank Ebersole, 
Carol Mooers, Rich Owen, and Rick Waters 
 
9/7    Church office closed for Labor Day 
9/8     2pm-5pmResource fair 
9/10  12:30 Property Team meeting  
9/10  2pm Executive Committee meeting 
9/10  5:30pm Choir practice 
9/11  9am-2pm Zion Gathering Place 
9/12  9am  Easy-cise class  
 
 
BIRTHDAYS    
Robert Barnhart 9/10, 
Frances Sweigert 9/10, 
 
ANNIVERSARIES    
Brandie & Eric Burchard 9/8 
 
OFFICE HOURS - The church office will be 
open Monday through Thursday from 1pm-
3pm.    
 
 
 

 

MUSIC FOR SEPTEMBER 6, 2026 

CCLI NUMBER:  6212519 

 

Prelude   Bread of Life, Living Water  by Annette 

W. Dickman, Arranged by 

Danielle Isaacson,  Annette W. 

Dickman © by Intellectual 

Reserve Inc.   

 

Hymns      Restless Weaver  

Glory to God #366  Love Divine, All Loves  

Excelling 

Glory to God  #203,  Jesu, Jesu, Fill Us with   

Your Love  

 

Choral Responses   

Glory to God,  #698, Take, O Take me as I am 

                   If You Believe and I Believe     

 

Offertory   The Lord is My Shepherd   

                             arranged by Martin Green  

          2024 Martin Green 

 

Postlude      Improvisation on Be Thou my Vision 

 

 

Zion Reformed United Church of Christ 

201 N Potomac Street 

Hagerstown, MD 21740 

301.739.7244 

zionrucc@myactv.net 

www.zionreformed.church 

 

Rev. Dr. E. Scott Winnette, Pastor 

240-675-3227, pastorwinnette@gmail.com 

 


