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Zion Reformed United Church of Christ 

 

To share the gospel of Christ 

in such a way that we find God, 

grow our faith, discover our purpose 

and make a difference. 

 
 
 
Gathering Music 
 
Welcome and Announcements 
   
Prelude                         Give, Said the Little Stream 
 
*Call to Worship  

One: We are here to begin a new journey, 
All: We are ready to Be Curious! 
One: We are here to be open and inquisitive, 
All: We are ready to Be Curious! 
One: We are here to be challenged and transformed, 
All: We are ready to Be Curious! 

 
*Hymn  Purple #305                    Come Sing, O Church In Joy! 
 
Call to Confession 

So much of human brokenness comes from a lack of curiosity. When we aren’t curious 
about ourselves, we can’t grow. When we aren’t curious about others, we judge and shame 
them. When we aren’t curious about the world, we are prone to destroy it. This season, we 
are leaning into curiosity as God’s gift to us, as a source of strength in an often angry world. 
How is that gift of curiosity challenging us today? Where is it calling us to reconciliation? 

 
Prayer of Confession (in unison) 

Holy One, we admit that we haven’t always kept open minds and open hearts. We have 
been judgmental rather than curious. We have resisted your call to transformation. Forgive 
us, renew us and give us strength for the journey ahead. Amen. 

 
Declaration of Forgiveness 

We are God’s good creation, present in this world but not limited by it. We are made not 
only for surviving, but for thriving. In God’s overwhelming love, we have the freedom to be 
curious. In God’s overwhelming grace, we have the opportunity to begin again. Amen. 

 
Choral Response Purple #288             Spirit of the Living God 

Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me.  Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me. 
Melt me; mold me; fill me; use me.  Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me. 

 
 
 
 



Modern Reading               Valarie Kaur, See No Stranger 
Deep listening is an act of surrender. We risk being changed by what we hear. When I really 
want to hear another person's story, I try to leave my preconceptions at the door and draw 
close to their telling. I am always partially listening to the thoughts in my own head when 
others are speaking, so I consciously quiet my thoughts and begin to listen with my senses. 
Empathy is cognitive and emotional—to inhabit another person's view of the world is to 
feel the world with them. But I also know that it's okay if I don't feel very much for them at 
all. I just need to feel safe enough to stay curious. The most critical part of listening is 
asking what is at stake for the other person. I try to understand what matters to them, not 
what I think matters. Sometimes I start to lose myself in their story. As soon as I notice 
feeling unmoored, I try to pull myself back into my body, like returning home. As Hannah 
Arendt says, 'One trains one's imagination to go visiting.' When the story is done, we must 
return to our skin, our own worldview, and notice how we have been changed by our visit. 
So I ask myself, What is this story demanding of me? What will I do now that I know this?  
One: Listen for what the Spirit is teaching. 
All: Thanks be to God.  

 
Anthem                                 Open My Eyes 
 
Word for Children   Blessing the Backpacks 
 
Scripture Romans 12:1-8                                                                                                                                 Calvin Livingston 

I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God, to present your 
bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. Do 
not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your minds, so that 
you may discern what is the will of God—what is good and acceptable and perfect. 
For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of yourself more 
highly than you ought to think, but to think with sober judgement, each according to the 
measure of faith that God has assigned. For as in one body we have many members, and not 
all the members have the same function, so we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and 
individually we are members one of another. We have gifts that differ according to the 
grace given to us: prophecy, in proportion to faith; ministry, in ministering; the teacher, in 
teaching; the exhorter, in exhortation; the giver, in generosity; the leader, in diligence; the 
compassionate, in cheerfulness. 
One:  We have listened today in curiosity and in hope. 
All:  May our minds be renewed.  
One:  We have listened today in wonder and in imagination.  
All:  May our hearts be expanded.  
One:  We have listened today in bravery and in flexibility. 
All:  May the world be transformed. Amen. 
 

Choral Prayer of Illumination         Kobe Brown 
 
Sermon Be Curious                         Rev. Dr. E. Scott Winnette 
 
*Hymn Black #8               Praise to the Living God 
 
MORNING PRAYER 
  
 
 
 



PRAYER THAT JESUS TEACHES US (in unison) 
      Our Father who art in heaven 
      hallowed be thy name 
      Thy kingdom come, 
      Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
      Give us this day our daily bread 
      and forgive us our sins 
      as we forgive those who sin against us. 
      And lead us not into temptation 
      but deliver us from evil 
      for thine is the kingdom 
      and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 
 
Call for the Offering  

When we give of ourselves and share what we have with community, we are opening 
ourselves to what God can make of our collective generosity. How will God transform us 
and our gifts? You are invited to be curious and find out! This morning’s offering will now 
be received. 

 
Offertory                 Oh, May My Soul 

  
*Doxology Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;    

   Praise Him, all creatures here below 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host;  
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 
Prayer of Dedication (in unison) 

Holy God and Source of All, thank you for the gifts of curiosity and community. We are 
grateful that your future for us continues to unfold. Bless these gifts as our commitment to 
hope and transformation, for our congregation and for the world. Amen. 

 
*Hymn  Purple #333                        How Our Hearts with Joy Abound 
  
*Benediction  

Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your minds. Go 
now into this world with God’s light of curiosity shining before you, with Christ’s 
compassion for others surrounding you, and with the boldness of the Holy Spirit 
encouraging you. Amen. 

 
*Choral Response Purple #43                                       On Eagle’s Wings  
 And God will raise you up on eagle's wings, 

bear you on the breath of dawn, 
make you to shine like the sun, 

and hold you in the palm of his hand. 

 
Postlude                   God Be With You 
 
 
The Sermon and Liturgical Series is from the materials, Be Curious provided by This is the Day. 
This is the Day is a community of professional women in ministry, who write and produce 
resources for the full life of the church.  



 
The BOLD FACE indicates when the 
congregation is invited to speak in unison. 
The asterisk (*) indicates an invitation to 
stand in body or spirit. 
 
WELCOME to Zion Reformed United Church 
of Christ, an Open and Affirming Church 
striving to welcome and value all people and 
creation. Wherever you may be in the 
journey of faith, we welcome you.  We are a 
community where honest questions are 
valued and where faith is considered a 
process, not an arrival.   Affirming that every 
person has worth as a unique creation and a 
child of God, we welcome into full 
participation people of every age, sex, race, 
color, ethnicity, culture, economic condition, 
physical and mental ability, marital status, 
sexual orientation, and gender identity and 
expression.  If you are passing through, we 
extend God’s blessings to you as you continue 
on your way. If you are seeking a home, we 
invite you to join us in the adventure of 
serving Jesus Christ in a challenging world.   
Pastor Scott 
 
TUESDAY NIGHT MINISTRY - Tuesday Night 
Ministry is collecting cans of vegetables. We 
are also in need of empty Egg Cartons and Zip 
Lock Storage Bags in all sizes.    
 
MICAH’S BACKPACK – School has begun and 
we are packing bags!  For the month of 
September, we are requesting donations of 
Vienna Sausages.   
 
SUNDAY LUNCH BUNCH - Every Sunday 
after worship a bunch of us get together and 
go out for lunch, fellowship and lots of 
laughter.  Anyone and everyone are welcome 
to join us.  We try to patronize a different 
local eatery each week.  We meet up in the 
Chapel right after worship and that is when 
we usually decide where we are going.  Come 
join us whenever you can. 
 
INTERFAITH PROGRESSIVE DINNER – 
Saturday, September 26, 5-9pm.  To honor the 
International Day of Peace, an Interfaith 
Progressive Dinner will be held at several 
different local houses of worship with 

multiple faith traditions participating. 
Different portions of a meal will be served at 
each location as we progressively move as 
one group from place to place. 
This is an opportunity to learn about 
different faith traditions, sample spiritually 
and culturally relevant foods and build 
Community. 
 
 
 
 

 
PRAYING WITH ONE ANOTHER - Prayer is 
one of the most important spiritual disciplines 
of our faith, promoting communication with 
God and love for God and neighbor. Join us in 
prayer as we pray for all those in our 
communities that we have touched or who 
have touched us and those who simply crossed 
our paths. Let us also remember to pray for 
peace and safety around the world and to pray 
with and for our Zion siblings:  Bruce Albright, 
Janis Albright, Eddie Barr, Beth Baseler, 
Naomi Brackett, Robert Brewer (cousin of 
Carol France), Linda Cantilena, Richard 
Cantilena, Steve Cavey (Uncle of Tina 
Shafer),  Kim Cook, Crystal Frazier’s Dad, 
Family of Bobby Gross,  Jim Hatfield, Lyn 
Hoffmaster (Claire-Marie’s sister), Karen 
Howser (friend of Barb & Charly Ware), 
Diane Huff, Jeanne Hvidding  (Sister of Ralph 
Frances), Robert and Judy Miller, Teresa 
Moats (friend of Christine Coleman), Craig 
Nilson (Curtis Nilson’s father), Patricia Nix, 
David Ridenour, Mary Ann Sanders, Scherry 
Sellers, Daisy Schlotterbeck, Staci Shafer, 
Rae Smith, Mary Stann (friend of Kim 
Ridenour), Danielle Tiller, Traci Van 
Vogelpoel, Margaret Wagner,  Christel 
Wolbring, and Barry Yingling.   
 
Complete a Prayer Card and place it in the 
offering plate to have a prayer request added 
or reach out to Pastor Scott. 

 
 

 



 

SAVE THE DATE  – Zion’s Gathering Place 

Fundraiser, On September 22ndWendy’s 

(17786 Garland Groh Blvd.) is donating 20% 

of their sales to ZGP when you mention Zion’s 

Gathering Place.  This is for dine in, take out 

and drive thru.   

 

ZION INQUIRER’S CLASS – October 18th at 

9:30am in the Parsonage – This is a class for 

anyone who would like to learn more about 

Zion and may be interested in joining the 

church.  Please let Pastor Scott or Susie Clutz 

(Membership Chair) know of your interest. 

 

WORSHIP LEADERS 

The lector this week is Calvin Livingston 
Ushers for this week are:   Christine Coleman, 
Tina Shafer, Judy Thompson and Barb Ware 
 
NEXT WEEK’S WORSHIP & CALENDAR 
The lector for next week is: Richard Owens 
Next week’s ushers are:  Domenick Gerlando, 
Barb Hendershot, Matt McDonald, and 
William Wantz. 
 
9/22  Fundraiser at Wendy’s on Garland Groh     
              Blvd. to benefit  ZGP 
9/23  6:30pm Potluck and Bible study 
9/24  5:30pm Choir practice 
9/25  9am-2pm Zion Gathering Place 
 
BIRTHDAYS 
Rev. Katie Penick 9/23 
Gerry Saum 9/23 
Jamie Joy 9/24 
 
 
OFFICE HOURS - The church office will be 
open Monday through Thursday from 1pm-
3pm.    
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

MUSIC FOR SEPTEMBER 6, 2026 

CCLI NUMBER:  6212519 

 

Prelude     Give, Said the Little Stream by  William   

Bradbury, arranged by Wilford 

Andersen and Bonnie Heidenreich  

Copyright © 1975 by Chapel Music   

 

Hymns       

Glory to God #305 Come Sing, O Church In 

Joy! 

TNCH              #8  Praise to the Living God 

Glory to God  #333    How Our Hearts with  

Joy Abound 

 

Choral Responses   

Glory to God#288 Spirit of the Living God 

Glory to God, #43 On Eagles Wings 

 

Offertory   Oh, May My Soul  arranged by Marsha  

         Sisco 

 

Postlude      God Be With You arranged by Aaron  

          White  2005 Aaron Waite (ASCAP)   

 

 

 

 

Zion Reformed United Church of Christ 

201 N Potomac Street 

Hagerstown, MD 21740 

301.739.7244 

zionrucc@myactv.net 

www.zionreformed.church 

 

Rev. Dr. E. Scott Winnette, Pastor 

240-675-3227, pastorwinnette@gmail.com 


