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Zion Reformed United Church of Christ

To share the gospel of Christ

in such a way that we find God,
grow our faith, discover our purpose
and make a difference.

Gathering Music

Welcome and Announcements - CACUCC 62nd Annual Meeting

Prelude Jesus Paid it All
*Call to Worship
One: We worship the God who inhabits our world and indwells our lives. We need not
look up to find God, we need only to look around:
All: within ourselves, beyond ourselves, into the eyes of another.
One: Weneed notlisten for a distant thunder to find God, we need only listen:
All: tothemusic oflife, to the words of children, to the questions of the curious, to the
rhythm of a heartbeat.
One: Inanangryworld, are we ready to watch, to listen, and to be curious?
All: Weareready toworship God, who inhabits our world and who indwells our lives.
Amen.
*Hymn Purple #667 When Morning Gilds the Skies

Call to Confession

One:

Inthese times of division between groups of people, curiosity is an important
spiritual practice. When we are curious about one another, we can develop
compassion, understanding and even hope. It is much easier, though, to label others
and to distance ourselves from them. Let us enter this time of confession and
reconciliation, open to God’s compassion for us and calling for us to be
compassionate for others.

Prayer of Confession

All:

Holy One, it is so much easier for us to be angry at one another than it is to be curious.
We are so sure we are right and others are wrong. We are so sure that you are on our
“side.” Forgive us and remind us that you are in solidarity with the lost and the least,
calling us each into compassion for one another. Amen.

Declaration of Forgiveness

One:

God of Curiosity, we come to you asking questions. Questions about ourselves, about
each other, and about the world; and questions about you and your holy presence
among us. Help us to ask these questions with empathy and compassion. Show us
hidden things we do not yet know. Let our investigations lead us to a deeper love, a
quest for peace, and aboundless hope. Let our wonderings give voice to what we
hear in our soul. Let the scriptures inspire us to more deeply study your word and to



hear you still speaking. Let us hear you ask us “What do you want me to do for you?’
and give us the courage to answer you and be healed. Amen.

Choral Response Purple #288 Spirit of the Living God
Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me. Spirit of theliving God, fall afresh on me.
Melt me; mold me; fill me; use me. Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me.

Scripture  Psalm 145, Nan C. Merrill Psalms for Praying Richard Owens
My soul yearns for You, Eternal Flame of Love,
longing to reconnect to the Great Mystery!
Every day Iwill bless You as I follow the Voice of Truth.
Great are You, who call us to childlike wonder,
tothe healing balm of forgiveness.

Each generation must learn anew the efficacy of silence,
the wisdom of turning inward,

That your Light might be their guide to holiness,

and your Love nurture them toward wholeness.

Yet, many there are who turn from You in fear, denying their birthright.
Their denials will lead them further into alienation; loneliness will companion them.

The Beloved is gracious and merciful, allowing every soul free will to follow the ego’s
illusions or to choose Life. Gratitude and quiet joy overflow as I recall the abundant
blessings of your grace!

Lift up your hearts, all you who choose the path of Life! My heartislifted up! “Do you not
know that your whole being is encompassed by My Love? I am the infinite and the eternal
within your soul; O, that I might make Myself known to you!

Choose Love that you might overcome oppression and blind obedience to false idols!”
“Divine Light shines in those who live in Love. I shall uphold all who are burdened with
fear, and raise up all who call to Me. The time is nigh for you to choose, for greatisthe new
dawn that fast approaches; I call each of you to open your inner ears, to see with spiritual
eyes, and to trust that even amidst the outward chaos, all is working toward the wholeness
of humanity.”

O, Heart of my heart, envelop me! I know You are near to all who call upon You.

Bring to my recollection all that I have denied, that I might be accepting and free

To help rebuild the soul of the world with radical trust, love, and wonder!

When I speak, let it be of blessing and gratitude; let your glory within me shine out to the
world!

One: Listen for what the Spiritis teaching.

All: Thanksbe to God.

Anthem He Restores My Soul

Word for Children



Scripture  Matthew 20:29-34, NRSV Richard Owens
As Jesus and his disciples were leaving Jericho, alarge crowd followed him. Two blind
men were sitting by the roadside, and when they heard that Jesus was going by, they
shouted, “Lord, Son of David, have mercy on us!”

The crowd rebuked them and told them to be quiet, but they shouted all the louder, “Lord,
Son of David, have mercy on us!”

Jesus stopped and called them. “What do you want me to do for you?” he asked. “Lord,”
they answered, “we want our sight.”

Jesus had compassion on them and touched their eyes. Immediately they received their
sight and followed him.

One: Wehave listened today in curiosity and in hope.

All: Mayour mindsberenewed.

One: Wehave listened today in wonder and in imagination.

All: Mayour hearts be expanded.

One: Wehave listened today in bravery and in flexibility.

All: Maytheworld be transformed. Amen.

Choral Prayer of Illumination Kobe Brown
Sermon Moved With Compassion Elder Calvin Livingston
*Hymn Purple #797 We Cannot Measure How You Heal
Morning Prayer

Prayer that Jesus Teaches Us (in unison)
Our Father who art in heaven
hallowed be thy name
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it isin heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread
and forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
And lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil
for thine isthe kingdom
and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

Call for the Offering
One: Each week we gather together to proclaim that there is more to life and love than

what the world offers us. We ask questions. We seek truths. We change minds and
hearts. As part of that work, we practice the spiritual discipline of giving. We learn
to be generous with our time and money trusting that God can use them to make a
difference. Thank you for giving to this church and to the wider church through us.
Thank you for learning that together, with God’s help, our gifts can be transformed
into compassion and hope for the world.



Offertory His Way With Thee
*Doxology Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; E

Praise Him, all creatures here below E’E‘qﬁ ﬁ

Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; %{

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. =

Prayer of Dedication

All: Generous God, receive these offerings as a sign of our curiosity. Let these gifts help
ask and answer questions. We give them so that your grace and justice might be
enacted throughout creation. We are generous with you because you have been so

generoustous. Amen.
*Hymn Purple #303

*Benediction

Lord Make Us More Holy

One: Gonow, filled with compassion, and committed to curiosity for the first and the last

and everyone in between. Amen.

*Choral Response Purple #43

And He will raise you up on eagle's wings,

bear you on the breath of dawn,
make you to shine like the sun,

and hold you in the palm of his hand.

Postlude

The Sermon and Liturgical series are from
the materials, Be Curious provided by This is
the Day. This is the Day is a community of
professional women in ministry, who write
and produce resources for the full life of the
church.

The BOLD FACE indicates when the
congregation is invited to speak in unison.
The asterisk (*) indicates an invitation to
stand in body or spirit.

WELCOME to Zion Reformed United Church
of Christ,an Open and Affirming Church
striving to welcome and value all people and
creation. Wherever you may be in the
journey of faith, we welcome you. We are a
community where honest questions are
valued and where faith is considered a
process, not anarrival. Affirmingthatevery
person has worth as aunique creation and a
child of God, we welcome into full
participation people of every age, sex, race,
color, ethnicity, culture, economic condition,

On Eagle’s Wings

When We All Get to Heaven

physical and mental ability, marital status,
sexual orientation, and gender identity and
expression. If you are passing through, we
extend God’s blessings to you as you continue
onyour way. If you are seeking a home, we
invite you to join us in the adventure of
serving Jesus Christin a challenging world.
Pastor Scott

MUMMERS PARADE TICKETS are for salein
the Church Office.

ZION INQUIRER’S CLASS - October 18th at
9:30am in the Parsonage - This is a class for
anyone who would like to learn more about
Zion and may be interested in joining the
church. Please let Pastor Scott or Susie Clutz
(Membership Chair) know of your interest.



PRAYING WITH ONE ANOTHER - Prayeris
one of the most important spiritual disciplines
of our faith, promoting communication with
God and love for God and neighbor. Join us in
prayer as we pray forall those in our
communities that we have touched or who
have touched us and those who simply crossed
our paths. Let us also remember to pray for
peace and safety around the world and to pray
with and for our Zion siblings: Bruce Albright,
Janis Albright, Eddie Barr, Beth Baseler,
Naomi Brackett, Robert Brewer (cousin of
Carol France), Linda Cantilena, Richard
Cantilena, Steve Cavey (Uncle of Tina
Shafer), Kim Cook, Crystal Frazier’s Dad,
Family of Bobby Gross, Jim Hatfield, Lyn
Hoffmaster (Claire-Marie’s sister), Karen
Howser (friend of Barb & Charly Ware),
Diane Huff, Jeanne Hvidding (Sister of Ralph
Frances), Robert and Judy Miller, Teresa
Moats (friend of Christine Coleman), Craig
Nilson (Curtis Nilson’s father), Patricia Nix,
David Ridenour, Mary Ann Sanders, Scherry
Sellers, Daisy Schlotterbeck, Staci Shafer,
Rae Smith, Mary Stann (friend of Kim
Ridenour), Danielle Tiller, Traci Van
Vogelpoel, Margaret Wagner, Christel
Wolbring, and Barry Yingling. Complete a
Prayer Card and place it in the offering plate
tohave a prayer request added or reach out
to Pastor Scott.

TUESDAY NIGHT MINISTRY - Tuesday Night
Ministry is collecting cans of vegetables. We
are also in need of empty Egg Cartons and Zip
Lock Storage Bags in all sizes.

MICAH’S BACKPACK - School has begun and
we are packing bags! For the month of
September, we are requesting donations of
Vienna Sausages.

SUNDAY LUNCH BUNCH - After worship a
bunch of us get together and go out for lunch,
fellowship and lots of laughter. Anyone and
everyone are welcome to joinus. We meetup
inthe Chapel right after worship and thatis
when we usually decide where we are

going. Come join us whenever you can.

WORSHIP LEADERS

The lector this week is: Richard Owens
Ushers for this week are: Domenick
Gerlando, Barb Hendershot, Matt McDonald,
and William Wantz.

NEXT WEEK’S WORSHIP & CALENDAR
The lector for next week is: Carroll Sager
Next week’s ushers are: William Brewer,
Calvin Livingston, Gerry Saum, and Jean
Simmons

9/30 6:30pm Potluck and Bible study

10/1 12:30pm Properties Team

10/1 2:00pm Executive Committee

10/1 4:30pm 4-H Club in the Burhans Room
10/1 5:30pm Choir practice

BIRTHDAYS

William McDonald 9/27,
Clair-Marie Moblard 9/28,
Andrew Patterson 9/27, and
Calvin Shroyer 9/30

OFFICE HOURS - The church office will be
open Monday through Thursday from 1pm-
3pm.

MUSIC FOR SEPTEMBER 23, 2026
CCLINUMBER: 6212519

Prelude Jesus PaiditAll by John T

Grape, Arranged by Jenifer Cook

Copyright: 2009 by Jenifer Cook
Hymns
Glory to God #667 When Morning Gilds the Skies
Glory to God #797 We Cannot Measure How

You Heal
Glory to God #313 Lord Make Us More Holy
Choral Responses
Glory to God#288 Spirit of the Living God
Glory to God, #43 On Eagles Wings
Offertory His Way With Thee by Jennifer Cook
Copyright: 2009 by Jenifer Cook

Postlude When We All Get to Heaven by

Jennifer Cook 2009 Jennifer Cook
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