
August 9, 2026 
 

Zion Reformed United Church of Christ 
 

To share the gospel of Christ 
in such a way that we find God, 

grow our faith, discover our purpose 
and make a difference.   

 
Order of Worship 

 
 

PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP                                                                The Peace of Wild Things, Wendell Berry 
When despair for the world grows in me and I wake in the night at the least sound in fear of 
what my life and my children’s lives may be, I go and lie down where the wood drake rests in 
his beauty on the water, and the great heron feeds.  I come into the peace of wild things who do 
not tax their lives with forethought of grief. I come into the presence of still water.  And I feel 
above me the day-blind stars waiting with their light. For a time I rest in the grace of the 
world, and am free.       
 

GATHERING MUSIC  
 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

PRELUDE         Day by Day in Preparation of our Lord 
 

*CALL TO WORSHIP                                      e. e. cummings 
One: I thank You God 
All: for this most amazing day:  

for the leaping greenly spirit of trees 
and a blue true dream of sky; and for  
everything which is natural which is infinite which is yes. 
 

*HYMN  Purple 824                                  There Is a Place of Quiet Rest 
 

PRAYER OF HOPE (in unison)  
God of mercy and might, 

 you have come to us in the mercy and love of Jesus 
 to guide us and feed us and open us to your grace. 

But we confess that we are weak and anxious, 
 pilgrims who have lost our way and forgotten your promise. 

Strong deliverer, come to us this day, and this season. 
 Hold us, heal us, lead us. 

Renew in us now the sheer silence of your Spirit.   
Be our strength and our shield, 
and refresh us on our weary way. 
Through Jesus Christ we pray. Amen.  
  

RESPONSE OF PRAISE                                    If You Believe and I Believe     
 If you believe and I believe and we together pray, 
 the Holy Spirit must come down and set God’s people free, 
 and set God’s people free, and set God’s people free; 
 the Holy Spirit must come down and set God’s people free. 

 



SCRIPTURE  Psalm 4, from Psalms for Praying, Nan C. Merrill                       Alie Montgomery 
Answer me when I call, O beloved of my heart! 
You enveloped me in Love when I was in dire distress. 
Be gracious to me now; hear my prayer! 

 
O friends, how long will my reputation suffer shame? 
How long will you listen to false words? 
I seek only what is life-giving. 

 
You know that the Beloved dwells with all who are filled with love;  
Love hears when our hearts cry out.   
Though you may feel angry, do not give in to fear; 
Commune with the Heart of your heart as you rest; be in silence. 
 
Bask in the stillness. Face your fears with forgiveness and trust in Love. 
 
There are many who say, “Grant us special favors, O Mighty One! 
Bestow upon us your grace that we may prosper!” 
Love has brought more joy to my heart 
than they have when their banks are filled. 
In peace I will spend my days and sleep at night; 
For You alone, my Beloved, teach me the way of Love! 

 One:  Listen to what the Spirit is teaching. 
 All:      Thanks be to God! 
          
THE WORD WITH CHILDREN 

 
SCRIPTURE  1 Kings, 19:10-12, NRSV                                           Alie Montgomery 

Ahab told Jezebel all that Elijah had done and how he had killed all the prophets with the 
sword.  Then Jezebel sent a messenger to Elijah, saying, “So may the gods do to me and more 
also, if I do not make your life like the life of one of them by this time tomorrow.”  Then he 
was afraid; he got up and fled for his life and came to Beersheba, which belongs to Judah; 
he left his servant there. 
 
But he himself went a day’s journey into the wilderness and came and sat down under a 
solitary broom tree. He asked that he might die, “It is enough; now, O Lord, take away my 
life, for I am no better than my ancestors.” Then he lay down under the broom tree and fell 
asleep. Suddenly an angel touched him and said to him, “Get up and eat.”  He looked, and 
there at his head was a cake baked on hot stones and a jar of water. He ate and drank and 
lay down again.  The angel of the Lord came a second time, touched him, and said, “Get up 
and eat, or the journey will be too much for you.”  He got up and ate and drank; then he went 
in the strength of that food forty days and forty nights to Horeb the Mount of God.  At that 
place he came to a cave and spent the night there. 
 
Then the word of the Lord came to him, saying, “What are you doing here, Elijah?”  He 
answered, “I have been very zealous for the Lord, the God of hosts, for the Israelites have 
forsaken your covenant, thrown down your altars, and killed your prophets with the 
sword. I alone am left, and they are seeking my life, to take it away.” 
 
He said, “Go out and stand on the mountain before the Lord, for the Lord is about to pass 
by.” Now there was a great wind, so strong that it was splitting mountains and breaking 
rocks in pieces before the Lord, but the Lord was not in the wind, and after the wind an 



earthquake, but the Lord was not in the earthquake, and after the earthquake a fire, but the 
Lord was not in the fire, and after the fire a sound of sheer silence.  When Elijah heard it, he 
wrapped his face in his mantle and went out and stood at the entrance of the cave. Then 
there came a voice to him that said, “What are you doing here, Elijah?” 
One: This is the Word of God for the people of God 
All:  Thanks be to God! 

 
CHORAL PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION                                         Kobe Brown 
 
SERMON Be Still                                 Rev. Dr. E. Scott Winnette 

 
*HYMN  Purple 410                God is Calling Through the Whisper 

 
MORNING PRAYER 
 
PRAYER THAT JESUS TEACHES US (in unison) 
      Our Father who art in heaven 
      hallowed be thy name 
      Thy kingdom come, 
      Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
      Give us this day our daily bread 
      and forgive us our sins 
      as we forgive those who sin against us. 
      And lead us not into temptation 
      but deliver us from evil 
      for thine is the kingdom 
      and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

 
PRESENTATION OF OUR TITHES AND GIFTS  
 Offertory                  He Sent His Son 
  

*Doxology Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;    
   Praise Him, all creatures here below 

Praise Him above, ye heavenly host;  
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

    
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION (In unison)  

Gracious God, you long to say to each of us, “You are my beloved child, with you I am 
well pleased.” Open us to the power of your Spirit making us all that you have created us 
to be. Use us and these gifts to shed the light of your love on all we meet in the days to 
come.  Amen. 

   
*HYMN   Purple 22                           God of the Sparrow 
  
* BENEDICTION 

One: We are Easter people who live in love and joy with all. As God sent Jesus into 
the world, so now Jesus sends us to witness and forgive. 

All: The Spirit is opening our eyes to the truth and teaching us to be faithful, believing 
people. 

One: Grace to you and peace from the One who is and who was and who is to come. 
All: God is the Alpha and the Omega, the Almighty One. We trust God in the future as 

we have in the past. Amen. 



 
CHORAL RESPONSE  Purple 698                            Take, O Take me as I am 
 
POSTLUDE                                      Improvisation on Amazing Grace 
 
CONGREGATIONAL FELLOWSHIP IN THE CHAPEL 
 
 
 
The BOLD FACE indicates when the 
congregation is invited to speak in unison. 
The asterisk (*) indicates an invitation to 
stand in body or spirit. 

 
Assisted listening devices are available to 
anyone who needs them. Speak 
to an usher to secure one for 
service. They can be returned to 
any usher at the end of service.  

 
Our worship services are filmed, recorded, 
and broadcast online. If you do not want to 
appear in any videos or photos, we invite you 
to sit in the balcony. 
 
WELCOME to Zion Reformed United Church 
of Christ, an Open and Affirming Church 
striving to welcome and value all people and 
creation. Wherever you may be in the 
journey of faith, we welcome you.  We are a 
community where honest questions are 
valued and where faith is considered a 
process, not an arrival.   Affirming that every 
person has worth as a unique creation and a 
child of God, we welcome into full 
participation people of every age, sex, race, 
color, ethnicity, culture, economic condition, 
physical and mental ability, marital status, 
sexual orientation, and gender identity and 
expression.  If you are passing through, we 
extend God’s blessings to you as you continue 
on your way. If you are seeking a home, we 
invite you to join us in the adventure of 
serving Jesus Christ in a challenging world.   
Pastor Scott 
 
TUESDAY NIGHT MINISTRY - Tuesday Night 
Ministry is collecting cans of fruit in August. 
We are also in need of empty Egg Cartons and 
Zip Lock Storage Bags in all sizes.    
 
 

 
SUNDAY LUNCH BUNCH - Every Sunday 
after worship a bunch of us get together and 
go out for lunch, fellowship and lots of 
laughter.  Anyone and everyone are welcome 
to join us.  We try to patronize a different 
local eatery each week.  We meet up in the 
Chapel right after worship and that is when 
we usually decide where we are going.  Come 
join us whenever you can. 

HAGERSTOWN FLYING BOXCARS GAME -  
Make plans to join us on Sunday, August 23rd 
and catch a Hagerstown Flying Boxcars 
game! We have reserved a block of 50 tickets 
- tickets are $10 each. Reserve yours through 
the church office or talk to Megan Shroyer. 
The game will be played at Meritus Park, 
located at 50 W.  Baltimore Street in 
Hagerstown, MD.  



 
CAPITAL CAMPAIGN SPECIAL SESSION 
On August 19 from 4-5pm Kent Shaffer will 
present a History of Zion. 

 
PRAYING WITH ONE ANOTHER - Prayer is 
one of the most important spiritual disciplines 
of our faith, promoting communication with 
God and love for God and neighbor. Join us in 
prayer as we pray for all those in our 
communities that we have touched or who 
have touched us and those who simply crossed 
our paths. Let us also remember to pray for 
peace and safety around the world and to pray 
with and for our Zion siblings:  Bruce Albright, 
Janis Albright, Eddie Barr, Beth Baseler, 
Naomi Brackett, Robert Brewer (cousin of 
Carol France), Linda Cantilena, Richard 
Cantilena, Steve Cavey (Uncle of Tina 
Shafer),  Kim Cook, Crystal Frazier’s Dad, 
Jim Hatfield, Lyn Hoffmaster (Claire-Marie’s 
sister), Karen Howser (friend of Barb & 
Charly Ware), Diane Huff, Jeanne Hvidding  
(Sister of Ralph Frances), Peggy Lowman, 
Robert and Judy Miller, Teresa Moats (friend 
of Christine Coleman), Craig Nilson (Curtis 
Nilson’s father), David Ridenour, Mary Ann 
Sanders, Scherry Sellers, Daisy 
Schlotterbeck, Staci Shafer, Rae Smith, Mary 
Stann (friend of Kim Ridenour), Traci Van 
Vogelpoel, Margaret Wagner,  Rick Waters’ 
brother,  Christel Wolbring, and Barry 
Yingling.   
Complete a Prayer Card and place it in the 
offering plate to have a prayer request added 
or reach out to Pastor Scott. 

 
CHURCH SCHOOL - We are looking for 
Sunday school teachers for grades three 
through middle school and high school. If you 
are interested, please reach out 
to Kim Ridenour or Megan Shroyer. 

 
EASY-CISE CLASS - Join us at 9:00am on the 
second Saturday of each month for our Easy-
cise Class.  Easy-cise is a resistance-based 
fitness class that helps with core and arm 
workouts designed for beginners, those with 
limited mobility, or anyone who prefers 
seated exercises.  There is no Easy-Cise Class 
in August will resume on September 12th. 
 
"Do you love to praise God through music? 
Our church choir is officially welcoming new 
members for the upcoming season! You do 
not need to be a professional singer or know 
how to read sheet music —all you need is a 
willing heart, a willingness to learn and a 
desire to worship.  Our first rehearsal of the 
season begins at 5:30PM on August 13 in the 
Chapel.  If you are interested or have 
questions, reach out to our Director of 
Music, Kobe Brown.  We would love to have 
your voice join ours!" 
 
WORSHIP LEADERS 
The lector this week is Alie Montgomery 
Ushers for this week are:  Frank Ebersole, 
Carol Mooers, Rich Owens, and Rick Waters 
 
NEXT WEEK’S WORSHIP & CALENDAR 
The lector for next week is:  Barb Ware 
Next week’s ushers are:   Christine Colman, 
Tina Shafer, Judy Thompson, and Barb Ware 
 
8/11 5:00-6:30pm Tuesday Evening 

Ministry  
8/11 12:00pm HARC Lighthouse  
8/13   Newsletter Deadline 
8/13    5:30-7pm First Choir rehearsal 
 
OFFICE HOURS - The church office will be 
open Monday through Thursday from 1pm-
3pm.    
 
 
BIRTHDAYS  Barry Newlin 8/9 
   Carol Mooers 8/12 
   Frank Ebersole 8/15 
   Lily Montgomery 8/15   
 
ANNIVERSARIES  Alie and Joe Montgomery 
8/13 



 

 

 

MUSIC FOR AUGUST 9, 2026 

CCLI NUMBER:  6212519 

Prelude Day by Day in Preparation of our 

Lord arranged by Greg Howlett  

Hymns  Glory to God # 824, There Is a Place of 

Quiet Rest 

Glory to God # 410, God is Calling 

Through the Whisper 

Glory to God # 22, God of the Sparrow 

Choral Responses  If You Believe and I Believe,  

Glory of God #698Take, O Take 

me as I am 

Offertory   He Sent His Son arranged by Marsha    

        Sisco  

Postlude        Improvisation on Amazing Grace 
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Rev. Dr. E. Scott Winnette, Pastor 
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