August 30, 2026
Zion Reformed United Church of Christ

To share the gospel of Christ

in such a way that we find God,
grow our faith, discover our purpose
and make a difference.

Blessings of Animals
Commitment Sunday

Gathering Music
Welcome and Announcements - Commitment Sunday
Prelude

*Call to Worship
One: Good morning, God.
All: Weare hereto praise you.
One: The sun praises you as the day goes by.
All: The stars praise you with their twinkle.
One: Therain praisesyou by refreshing the earth.
All: Thetrees praiseyouin seedsto grow more trees.
One: Birds praise youina chirp.
All: Dogspraiseyouinayap.
One: How do we praise you, O God?
All: Inhowwelive and what we say and in this time of worship.
One: Praisebetoyou, O God, from all your many creatures in all our many ways.

All: Amen.
*Hymn Purple #611 Joyful, Joyful
Alitany of blessing, by Thom M. Shuman Carol Mooers

Puppies who think puddles are perfect for baths; white-muzzlers who chase squirrelsin
their dreams; rescuers searching tirelessly through toppled buildings; companions guiding
the sightless; eyes in whose depths we see God, soft mouths which open doors; greeters at
the end of gloomy days -ball-chasers and stick-fetchers who get us moving ...

For every border collie and sheepdog, for every golden retriever and Great Dane, for every
furry, four-footed best friend: we give you thanks, One whose name spelled backwards is
dog, for those companions who shadow us through life; and we lift their names to you for
blessing in this moment:



(Names of dogs mayy be spoken aloud, or held in the silence of people’s hearts...)

Canaries that sing carols at evensong; finches that lullaby us in the morning; budgies who
talk our ears off; cockatiels who whistle to catch our attention; macaws thinking up new
ways to trick us; cockatoos that cling to us 24/7; parrots with their imperial natures...

For every squawk and tweet, for every flitter and flutter, for every feather which brushes
our cheek with gentleness, for every beak which nips us with grace: we give you thanks,
God of six-winged seraphim, for the birds who send our hearts soaring; and we lift their
names to you for blessing in this moment:

(Names of birds may be spoken aloud, or held in the silence of people’s hearts...)

Mamas who carry their babies to safety by the scruff of their neck; seniors who sleep their
days away; frightened felines who hide in the smallest spaces; lappers who purr grace into
our depths; kittens who stalk sunbeams across kitchen floors; mousers who keep our barns
and basements free of problems; foot-warmers on bitter winter nights; tree-climbers who
thwart every rescue attempt ...

For every tiger and tabby, for every Manx and Maltese, for every tortoiseshell, marmalade
and Russian Blue, for every loquacious Siamese and every soft-spoken Scottish fold, for
every short-hair, long-hair, no-hair and in between: we give you thanks, God of gentle
contemplation and contentment, for those feline friends who see us for who we are, even in
the shadows of our lives; and we lift their names to you for blessing in this moment:

(Names of cats may be spoken aloud, or held in the silence of people’s hearts...)

For gerbils which teach kids responsibility, and remind us of the value of smaller spaces;
for hamsters which show us how to compost, and whose variety reflects the rich diversity
of creation; for cottontails and flop-eared bunnies whose curiosity knows no bounds;
for leopard geckos and bearded dragons which show us that itis OK to take time to relax;
for garter snakes, corn snakes and kingsnakes, for spiders, mice, rats and other critters
others abhor but we adore; for tropical fish like neon tetras and harlequin rasboras;
for algae eaters, loaches and silvery minnows who drive cats crazy - for the rich, rainbow
variety of your creation and all those we are given to love and care for by your grace, we
give you thanks, and lift their names to you:

(Names of pets and different animals may be spoken aloud,

or held in the silence of people’s hearts...)

And together we say. AMEN!

Choral Refrain Purple #452 (Congregation) Open the Eyes of My Heart

Scripture Psalm 65:5-13 Carol Mooers
By awesome deeds you answer us with deliverance, O God of our salvation; you are the
hope of all the ends of the earth and of the farthest seas. By your strength you established
the mountains; you are girded with might. You silence the roaring of the seas, the roaring of
their waves, the tumult of the peoples. Those who live at earth’s farthest bounds are awed
by your signs; you make the gateways of the morning and the evening shout for joy. You visit
the earth and water it, you greatly enrich it; the river of God is full of water; you provide the
people with grain, for so you have prepared it. You water its furrows abundantly, settling
its ridges, softening it with showers, and blessing its growth. You crown the year with your
bounty; your wagon tracks overflow with richness. The pastures of the wilderness
overflow, the hills gird themselves with joy, the meadows clothe themselves with flocks,
the valleys deck themselves with grain, they shout and sing together for joy.



One: Listen for what the Spiritisteaching.
All: Thanksbe to God.

Special Music Richard Hayslip
Sermon Caring Eyes Rev. Dr. E. Scott Winnette
*Hymn Purple #14 Forthe Beauty of the Earth
Blessing the Animals

Today wecometogethertogivethanksfor God’screation and to ask God’s blessings:
for peaceinour world and in ourlives; for all animals,those closetous and thoseinthe
wild; for peopleinvolved in animal welfare and conservation work; for farmers who
care for animals, that allanimals may be treated with respect; for veterinarians and
animal hospitals and all who care for animals; for the strays on our streets; for
grieving pet owners: may warm memories heal their grief. May we be a blessing to all
creation and all living creatures.

May we bless each other now with paws of peace.
Presentation of our Tithes and Gifts

God, you are so good to us. We bring you our gifts to say thank you for all you have made and
shared with us. Help us share what we have - in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Offertory

*Doxology Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; i E]
Praise Him, all creatures here below }:'i‘ﬁ, %
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; %
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. (=l

*Prayer of Dedication (In unison)
Eternal God, you create us by your power and redeem us by your love. Guide and
strengthen us by your Spirit that we may continue to give ourselves in love and service to
one another and to you. Amen

*Hymn Purple #658 God Is So Good

Benediction
Gooutintothe world,
bark andscratch, meow and purr, and love one another.
Carefor each other, and beblessings of hope,
thatall creation may know God’s love.

Postlude




Liturgical elements are from, The Blessing of
Animals: Poems, prayers, reflections and
stories., Editor Neil Paynter.

The BOLD FACE indicates when the
congregation is invited to speak in unison.
The asterisk (*) indicates an invitation to
stand in body or spirit.

WELCOME to Zion Reformed United Church
of Christ,an Open and Affirming Church
striving to welcome and value all people and
creation. Wherever you may be inthe
journey of faith, we welcome you. We are a
community where honest questions are
valued and where faith is considered a
process, not an arrival. Affirmingthatevery
person has worth as aunique creation and a
child of God, we welcome into full
participation people of every age, sex, race,
color, ethnicity, culture, economic condition,
physical and mental ability, marital status,
sexual orientation, and gender identity and
expression. If you are passing through, we
extend God’s blessings to you as you continue
onyour way. If you are seeking a home, we
invite you to join us in the adventure of
serving Jesus Christin a challenging world.
Pastor Scott
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COMMITMENT SUNDAYS - On August 30
and September 6, a Letter of Intent packet
will be available for you to pick up before the
morning worship service. The Letter of
Intent packet contains your pledge to Zion’s
Capital Campaign, a second copy of the
Letter for your records, and am envelope to
return your pledge letter in. Campaign Team
members are also available to answer
questions about the campaign.
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PRAYING WITH ONE ANOTHER - Prayeris
one of the most important spiritual disciplines
of our faith, promoting communication with
God and love for God and neighbor. Join us in
prayer as we pray for all those in our
communities that we have touched or who
have touched us and those who simply crossed
our paths. Let us also remember to pray for
peace and safety around the world and to pray
with and for our Zion siblings: Bruce Albright,
Janis Albright, Eddie Barr, Beth Baseler,
Naomi Brackett, Robert Brewer (cousin of
Carol France), Linda Cantilena, Richard
Cantilena, Steve Cavey (Uncle of Tina
Shafer), Kim Cook, Crystal Frazier’s Dad,
Jim Hatfield, Lyn Hoffmaster (Claire-Marie’s
sister), Karen Howser (friend of Barb &
Charly Ware), Diane Huff, Jeanne Hvidding
(Sister of Ralph Frances), Peggdy Lowman,
Robert and Judy Miller, Teresa Moats (friend
of Christine Coleman), Craig Nilson (Curtis
Nilson’s father), David Ridenour, Mary Ann
Sanders, Scherry Sellers, Daisy
Schlotterbeck, Staci Shafer, Rae Smith, Mary
Stann (friend of Kim Ridenour), Traci Van
Vogelpoel, Margaret Wagner, the family of
Rick Waters’ brother, Randy, Christel
Wolbring, and Barry Yingling.

Complete a Prayer Card and place itinthe
offering plate to have a prayer request added
or reach out to Pastor Scott

TUESDAY NIGHT MINISTRY - Tuesday Night
Ministry is collecting cans of fruit in August.
We are also in need of empty Egg Cartons and
Zip Lock Storage Bags in all sizes.

SUNDAY LUNCH BUNCH - Every Sunday
after worship a bunch of us get together and
go out for lunch, fellowship and lots of
laughter. Anyone and everyone are welcome
tojoinus. We try to patronize a different
local eatery each week. We meetupinthe
Chapel right after worship and that is when
we usually decide where we are going. Come
joinus whenever you can.



SUNDAY SCHOOL - We are looking for
Sunday school teachers for third 3rd grade -
6™ and 7™ grade - high school. If you are
interested, please reach out to Kim Ridenour
or Megan Shroyer.

DO YOU LOVE TO PRAISE GOD THROUGH
MUSIC? Our church choir is officially
welcoming new members for the upcoming
season! You do not need to be a professional
singer or know how to read sheet music —all
you need is a willing heart, a willingness to
learn and a desire to worship. Our rehearsals
are Thursdays beginning at 5:30PM. If you
are interested or have questions, reach outto
our Director of Music, Kobe Brown. We
would love to have your voice join ours!

WORSHIP LEADERS

The lector this week is Carol Mooers.
Ushers for this week are: William Brewer,
Calvin Livingston, Gerald Saum and

Jean Simmons.

NEXT WEEK’S WORSHIP & CALENDAR

The lector for next week is: Burnie Clutz
Next week’s ushers are: Burnie Clutz, Susan
Clutz, Becky Hohman, and John Schnebly.

9/1 5:00-6:30pm Tuesday Ministry
9/3 5:30 Choir practice

BIRTHDAYS Kevin Monroe 9/1,
Margaret Wagner 9/4

ANNIVERSARIES

Julia and Ed Paterson 9/3,
Megan and Mark Shroyer 9/4,
Brandie and Eric Burchard 9/8

OFFICE HOURS - The church office will be
open Monday through Thursday from 1pm-
3pm.

MUSIC FOR AUGUST 23,2026
CCLINUMBER: 6212519

Prelude The Old Rugged Cross, arranged by Jennifer Cook
2012 Jennifer Cook

Hymns Gloryto God #611, Joyful, Joyful
Glory to God #14, For the Beauty of the Earth
Glory to God #658 God Is So Good

Choral Responses
Glory to God, #452 Open the Eyes of My Heart

Offertory What a Friend We Have in Jesus by Charles
Converse 2008 by Jennifer Cook

Postlude Improvisation on A Mighty Fortress

Zion Reformed United Church of Christ
201 N Potomac Street
Hagerstown, MD 21740
301.739.7244
zionrucc@myactv.net
www.zionreformed.church

Rev. Dr. E. Scott Winnette, Pastor
240-675-3227, pastorwinnette@gmail.com




Hymn #611 Joyful, Joyful

1 Joyful, joyful, we adore thee,

God of glory, Lord of love!

Hearts unfold like flowers before thee,
opening to the sun above.

Melt the clouds of sin and sadness;
drive the dark of doubt away.

Giver of immortal gladness,

fill us with the light of day.

2 All thy works with joy surround thee;
earth and heaven reflect thy rays;
stars and angels sing around thee,
center of unbroken praise.

Field and forest, vale and mountain,
flowery meadow, flashing sea,
chanting bird and flowing fountain,
call ustorejoice in thee.

3 Mortals, join the happy chorus
which the morning stars began.
Lovedivineis reigning o'er us,
joining all in heaven's plan.
Ever singing, march we onward,
victors in the midst of strife.
Joyful music leads us sunward
in the triumph song of life.

#452 Open the Epes of My Heart

Chorus

Open the eyes of my heart Lord
Open the eyes of my heart
Iwanttosee You

Iwanttosee You

Verse

To see You high and lifted up
Shining in thelight of Your glory
Pour out Your power and love
As we sing holy holy holy
Bridge

Holy holy holy

Holy holy holy

Holy holy holy

Iwanttosee You

#14 For the Beauty of the Earth

1Forthe beauty of the earth,

for the glory of the skies,

for the love which from our birth
over and around us lies:

Refrain:

Lord of all, to thee we raise

this our hymn of grateful praise.

2 For the wonder of each hour

of the day and of the night,

hill and vale, and tree and flower,

sun and moon, and stars of light: [Refrain]

3 For the joy of ear and eye,

for the heart and mind’s delight,

for the mystic harmony

linking sense to sound and sight: [Refrain]

4 For the joy of human love,

brother, sister, parent, child,

friends on earth, and friends above,

for all gentle thoughts and mild: [Refrain]

5 For thyself, best gift divine

to the world so freely given;

for that great, great love of thine,

peace on earth and joy in heaven: [Refrain]

#658 God is So Good

1Godissogood;
God is sogood;

God is sogood;
God’s so good to me.

2 God cares for me;
God cares for me;
God cares for me;
God’s so good to me.

3 God loves me so;
God loves me so;
God loves me so;
God’s so good to me.

4 God issogood;
God is sogood;

God is sogood;
God’s so good to me.
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