GATHERING MUSIC

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
Welcome to the Rev. Richmond Laney to the pulpit. Pastor Scottis away today.
Minute for the Capital Campaign.

PRELUDE

*CALL TO WORSHIP inspired by Psalm 124
One: Blessed bethe Holy One. If ithad notbeen God on our side—the people proclaim!
All: With God on our side, we find our help in the name of the Holy One!
One: Blessed bethe Holy One, who draws us from aimlessness, despair, and bitterness.
All: With God on our side, we find purpose, hope, and peace.
One: Blessed bethe Holy One, who calls usto love one another—neighbors, enemies,

family and friends.
All: With God on our side, we find compassion, grace, and mercy for one another.
Blessed be the Holy One!
*HYMN Purple 330 Our Help Is in the Name of God

PRAYER OF NEW LIFE (in unison)
Sovereign God, we often forget important truths and lessons the past offers us, devalue the
relationships brought to us, and misuse the power given to us. Help us to live in truth, with
integrity, and for peace. May love and compassion guide us in all our actions and
interactions. Amen.

WORDS OF GRACE
Body of Christ, in the words of Romans 12:2, “Do not be conformed to this age, butbe
transformed by the renewing of the minds, so that you may discern what is the will of God -
whatis good and acceptable and perfect.” Receive the grace of God and the power of being
in community to proceed in the newness of life as the One who loves us draws us from the
threat of the depths into the hope of a blessed future.

RESPONSE OF PRAISE If You Believe and I Believe
If youbelieve and I believe and we together pray,
the Holy Spirit must come down and set God’s people free,
and set God’s people free, and set God’s people free;
the Holy Spirit must come down and set God’s people free.



SCRIPTURE Exodus 1:8-2:10, NRSV Rick Waters
Now a new king arose over Egypt who did not know Joseph. He said to his people,
"Look, the Israelite people are more numerous and more powerful than we. Come, let us
deal shrewdly with them, or they will increase and, in the event of war, join our
enemies and fight against us and escape from the land." Therefore they set taskmasters
over them to oppress them with forced labor. They built supply cities, Pithom and
Rameses, for Pharaoh. But the more they were oppressed, the more they multiplied and
spread, so that the Egyptians came to dread the Israelites. The Egyptians subjected the
Israelites to hard servitude, and made their lives bitter with hard servitude in mortar
and bricks and in every kind of field labor. They were ruthless in all the tasks that they
imposed on them.

The king of Egypt said to the Hebrew midwives, one of whom was named Shiphrah and
the other Puah, "When you act as midwives to the Hebrew women, and see them on the
birthstool, if it is a son, kill him, but if it is a daughter, she shall live." But the midwives
feared God; they did not do as the king of Egypt commanded them, but they let the boys
live. So the king of Egypt summoned the midwives and said to them, "Why have you
done this and allowed the boys to live?" The midwives said to Pharaoh, "Because the
Hebrew women are not like the Egyptian women, for they are vigorous and give birth
before the midwife comes to them." So God dealt well with the midwives, and the
people multiplied and became very strong. And because the midwives feared God, he
gave them families.

Then Pharaoh commanded all his people, "Every son that is born to the Hebrews you
shall throw into the Nile, but you shall let every daughter live." Now a man from the
house of Levi went and married a Levite woman. The woman conceived and bore a son,
and when she saw that he was a fine baby, she hid him three months. When she could
hide him no longer she got a papyrus basket for him and plastered it with bitumen and
pitch; she put the child in it and placed it among the reeds on the bank of the river.

His sister stood at a distance, to see what would happen to him. The daughter of
Pharaoh came down to bathe at the river, while her attendants walked beside the river.
She saw the basket among the reeds and sent her maid to bring it. When she opened it,
she saw the child. He was crying, and she took pity on him. "This must be one of the
Hebrews' children," she said. Then his sister said to Pharaoh's daughter, "Shall I go and
get you a nurse from the Hebrew women to nurse the child for you?"

Pharaoh's daughter said to her, "Yes." So the girl went and called the child's mother.
Pharaoh's daughter said to her, "Take this child and nurse it for me, and I will give you
your wages." So the woman took the child and nursed it. When the child grew up, she
brought him to Pharaoh's daughter, and he became her son. She named him Moses,
"because," she said, "I drew him out of the water."

SCRIPTURE Psalm 124, NRSV Rick Waters
If it had not been the LORD who was on our side -- let Israel now say -- if it had not been
the LORD who was on our side, when our enemies attacked us, then they would have
swallowed us up alive, when their anger was kindled against us; then the flood would
have swept us away; the torrent would have gone over us; then over us would have gone
the raging waters.



Blessed be the LORD, who has not given us as prey to their teeth. We have escaped like a
bird from the snare of the hunters; the snare is broken, and we have escaped. Our help
isin the name of the LORD, who made heaven and earth.

One: Listentowhatthe Spiritisteaching.

All: Thanksbeto God!

THE WORD WITH CHILDREN Barb Hendershot

SCRIPTURE Romans 12:1-8, NRSV Rick Waters
I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, on the basis of God's mercy, to present
your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your reasonable
act of worship. Do not be conformed to this age, but be transformed by the renewing of
the minds, so that you may discern what is the will of God--what is good and acceptable
and perfect.

For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of yourself more
highly than you ought to think but to think with sober judgment, each according to the
measure of faith that God has assigned. For as in one body we have many members and
not all the members have the same function, so we, who are many, are one body in
Christ, and individually we are members one of another. We have gifts that differ
according to the grace given to us: prophecy, in proportion to faith; ministry, in
ministering; the teacher, in teaching; the encourager, in encouragement; the giver, in
sincerity; the leader, in diligence; the compassionate, in cheerfulness.

SCRIPTURE Matthew 16:13-20, NRSV Rick Waters
Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples,
"Who do people say that the Son of Man is?" And they said, "Some say John the Baptist
but others Elijah and still others Jeremiah or one of the prophets." He said to them, "But
who do you say that I am?" Simon Peter answered, "You are the Messiah, the Son of the
living God." And Jesus answered him, "Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah! For flesh
and blood has not revealed this to you but my Father in heaven. And I tell you, you are
Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not prevail
against it. I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on
earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in
heaven." Then he sternly ordered the disciples not to tell anyone that he was the
Messiah.

One: Thisisthe Word of God for the people of God
All: Thanksbeto God!

CHORAL PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION Kobe Brown
SERMON  Expectations Rev.Richmond Laney
*HYMN Purple 734 Hope of the World

MORNING PRAYER



PRAYER THAT JESUS TEACHES US (in unison)
Our Father who art in heaven
hallowed be thy name
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it isin heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread
and forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
And lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil
for thine isthe kingdom
and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

PRESENTATION OF OUR TITHES AND GIFTS
Call to Generosity
When we share our resources in community, we demonstrate our faith and trustin
God’s provision and in our collective discernment. When we give, we replicate the
Holy One’s generosity and creativity. When we offer ourselves, we magnify the
blessings Creator has bestowed upon us. Let us give in a spirit of joy and hope for the
commonwealth of God.

Offertory

*Doxology Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; & ,ﬁsﬁl
Praise Him, all creatures here below ,.l’-[ %
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; %{
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. =

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION (In unison)
Wonderful God, please sanctify these gifts for your glory, amplify them for your people,
and replicate them for your commonwealth. May they meet the needs and hopes of the
world and community in which we belong.

*HYMN Purple 839 Blessed Assurance, Jesus is Mine
*BENEDICTION

CHORAL RESPONSE Purple 698 Take, O TakemeasIam
POSTLUDE

CONGREGATIONAL FELLOWSHIP IN THE CHAPEL

The BOLD FACE indicates when the secure one for service. They can be returned
congregation is invited to speak in unison. to any usher atthe end of service.
The asterisk (*) indicates an invitation to

stand in body or spirit.

Assisted listening devices are available to
anyone who needs them. Speak to an usher to



Our worship services are filmed, recorded,
and broadcast online. If you do not want to
appear in any videos or photos, we invite you
tositin the balcony.

WELCOME to Zion Reformed United Church
of Christ, an Open and Affirming Church
striving to welcome and value all people and
creation. Wherever you may be in the
journey of faith, we welcome you. We are a
community where honest questions are
valued and where faith is considered a
process, not an arrival. Affirmingthatevery
person has worth as aunique creationand a
child of God, we welcome into full
participation people of every age, sex, race,
color, ethnicity, culture, economic condition,
physical and mental ability, marital status,
sexual orientation, and gender identity and
expression. If you are passing through, we
extend God’s blessings to you as you continue
onyour way. If you are seeking a home, we
invite you to join us in the adventure of
serving Jesus Christin a challenging world.
Pastor Scott

HAGERSTOWN FLYING BOXCARS GAME -
Make plans to join us on Sunday, August 23rd
and catch a Hagerstown Flying Boxcars
game! We have reserved a block of 50 tickets
- tickets are $10 each. Reserve yours through
the church office or talk to Megan Shroyer.
The game will be played at Meritus Park,
located at 50 W. Baltimore Streetin
Hagerstown, MD.

TUESDAY NIGHT MINISTRY - Tuesday Night
Ministry is collecting cans of fruit in August.
We are also in need of empty Egg Cartons and
Zip Lock Storage Bags in all sizes.

SUNDAY LUNCH BUNCH - Every Sunday
after worship a bunch of us get together and
go out for lunch, fellowship and lots of
laughter. Anyone and everyone are welcome
to joinus. We try to patronize a different
local eatery each week. We meetupinthe
Chapelright after worship and that is when
we usually decide where we are going. Come
joinus whenever you can.
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COMMITMENT SUNDAYS - August 30 and
September 6, a Letter of Intent will be
available for you to pick up before the
morning worship service.

BLESSING OF THE ANIMALS AND POTLUCK
PICNIC - August 30, Bring your animals or
pictures. We will worship in the Memorial
Garden and eat in the Chapel.
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PRAYING WITH ONE ANOTHER - Prayeris
one of the most important spiritual disciplines
of our faith, promoting communication with
God and love for God and neighbor. Join us in
prayer as we pray for all those in our
communities that we have touched or who
have touched us and those who simply crossed
our paths. Let us also remember to pray for
peace and safety around the world and to pray
with and for our Zion siblings: Bruce Albright,
Janis Albright, Eddie Barr, Beth Baseler,
Naomi Brackett, Robert Brewer (cousin of
Carol France), Linda Cantilena, Richard
Cantilena, Steve Cavey (Uncle of Tina
Shafer), Kim Cook, Crystal Frazier’s Dad,
Jim Hatfield, Lyn Hoffmaster (Claire-Marie’s
sister), Karen Howser (friend of Barb &
Charly Ware), Diane Huff, Jeanne Hvidding
(Sister of Ralph Frances), Peggdy Lowman,
Robert and Judy Miller, Teresa Moats (friend
of Christine Coleman), Craig Nilson (Curtis
Nilson’s father), David Ridenour, Mary Ann
Sanders, Scherry Sellers, Daisy
Schlotterbeck, Staci Shafer, Rae Smith, Mary
Stann (friend of Kim Ridenour), Traci Van
Vogelpoel, Margaret Wagner, the family of
Rick Waters’ brother, Randy, Christel
Wolbring, and Barry Yingling.



Complete a Prayer Card and place it in the
offering plate to have a prayer request added
or reach out to Pastor Scott.

SUNDAY SCHOOL - We are looking for
Sunday school teachers for third 3rd grade -
6™ and 7% grade - high school. If you are
interested, please reach out to Kim Ridenour
or Megan Shroyer.

DO YOU LOVE TO PRAISE GOD THROUGH
MUSIC? Our church choir is officially
welcoming new members for the upcoming
season! You do not need to be a professional
singer or know how to read sheet music —all
you need is a willing heart, a willingness to
learn and a desire to worship. Our rehearsals
are Thursdays beginning at 5:30PM. If you
are interested or have questions, reach outto
our Director of Music, Kobe Brown. We
would love to have your voice join ours!

WORSHIP LEADERS

The lector this week is Rick Waters.

Ushers for this week are: Domenick
Gerlando, Barb Hendershot, Matt McDonald
and William Wantz

NEXT WEEK’'S WORSHIP & CALENDAR
The lector for next week is: Carol Mooers
Next week’s ushers are: William Brewer,
Calvin Livingston, Gerald Saum and

Jean Simmons.

8/25 5:00-6:30pm Tuesday Ministry

8/27 12:30pm Property Committee
8/27 2:00pm Executive Committee
8/27 5:30pm Choir Rehearsal

8/28 9:00am-2 Zion’s Gathering Place
BIRTHDAYS

Daniel Livingston 8/23,

Felicity Gohlmann 8/25,

Missie LaBombard 8/28

ANNIVERSARIES

Susan and Burnie Clutz 8/24

OFFICE HOURS - The church office will be
open Monday through Thursday from 1pm-
3pm.

MUSIC FOR AUGUST 23,2026
CCLINUMBER: 6212519

Prelude

Hymns
Glory to God #330, Our Help Is in the Name of God
Glory to God #734, Hope of the World
Glory to God #839, Blessed Assurance, Jesus is Mine

Choral Responses
If You Believe and I Believe,
Glory of God #698Take, O Take measIam

Offertory

Postlude
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201 N Potomac Street
Hagerstown, MD 21740
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Rev. Dr. E. Scott Winnette, Pastor
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