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GATHERING MUSIC AND BELLS
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE

*CALL TO WORSHIP
One: Freshcorndripping with butter, juicy peaches topping our cereal.:
All: Praiseis dueto you, God of sowing and harvest!
One: Children chasing fireflies in evening's shadows, families picnicking in the backyard:
All: Praiseis duetoyou, God of summer days!
One: Motherstighteningtraining wheels on bikes, fathers teaching kids to bait a hook,
cousins chopping coleslaw:
All: Praiseis duetoyou, God of our lives! We worship. Amen.

*HYMN Purple 375 Shall We Gather at the River

PRAYER FOR FORGIVENESS (in unison)
We know the seeds we have sown, Harvesting God: anger which springs from our flinty hearts;
bitterness which flows like a rushing river into another's heart; hurtful words which wrap
their thorny briars around a friend's kindness; passion which poisons an innocent
relationship.

Forgive us, Loving God, and have mercy. Your grace can turn our fallow hearts into rich fields
oflove. Your hope can smooth the rocks in our way, so we can go to be reconciled to

another. Your love for us in Jesus Christ can untangle the thorny mess we have made of our
lives. Bless us with these gifts, we pray.

ASSURANCE OF PARDON
One: Noifs,noands,nobuts. Now there is no condemnation - period! God answers all our
hurts, our wrongs, our sin with salvation. Believe this good news, my friends.
All: Weare stunned by your grace, and embraced in your love, Forgiving God, and lift our
thanks to you.

CHORAL RESPONSE Purple 626 Asthe Deer



SCRIPTURE Psalm 65 Lector, Calvin Livingston
An interpretation by Nan C. Merrill, Psalms for Praying

Praise to you, O Indwelling Beloved, and to you we commit our lives, to you who hear our
prayers. To you we come when we go astray; when our transgressions fill us with guilt, you do
forgive us. Blessed are those who draw near to you, those who dwell in your Heart. Awaken us
to your kindness, enter into your Holy Temple, our heart.

Through pain and suffering, your Presence sustains us, O Merciful One, our Comforter, you the
hope of all the earth, and of the farthest seas; who by your Light created the mountains, being
guided by Love, you still the roaring of the seas, the pounding of waves, the tumult of the
peoples; so that those who dwell even at the earth's outer bounds recognize and reverence You.

Attherise of each morning, and as the sun sets at night, the people bow their heads

inreverent gratitude. You visited the earth and slaked our thirst, offering Living Streams of
water; you fed the hungry, and taught Love’s way. You watered hardened souls, filled with
stone and weeds, softening them with kindness, and blessings their growth. You crowned your
years with abandonment, inviting all to Eternal Life. In the desert flowers come forth, the
pastures flourish giving food to the poor, the valleys rise up. May all the peoples dance and sing
together with joy.

One: Listentowhatthe Spiritisteaching us.

All: Thanksbeto God.

WORD FOR CHILDREN
MUSICAL REFLECTION

SCRIPTURE Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23, NRSV Lector, Calvin Livingston
That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. Such great crowds gathered
around him that he got into a boat and sat there, while the whole crowd stood on the beach. And
he told them many things in parables, saying: “Listen! A sower went out to sow. And as he
sowed, some seeds fell on the path, and the birds came and ate them up. Other seeds fell on
rocky ground, where they did not have much soil, and they sprang up quickly, since they had
no depth of soil. But when the sun rose, they were scorched; and since they had no root, they
withered away. Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked them. Other
seeds fell on good soil and brought forth grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. Let
anyone with ears listen!” “Hear then the parable of the sower. When anyone hears the word of
the kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what is sown in
the heart; this is what was sown on the path. As for what was sown on rocky ground, this is the
one who hears the word and immediately receives it with joy; yet such a person has noroot, but
endures only for a while, and when trouble or persecution arises on account of the word, that
person immediately falls away. As for what was sown among thorns, this is the one who hears
the word, but the cares of the world and the lure of wealth choke the word, and it yields
nothing. But as for what was sown on good soil, this is the one who hears the word and
understands it, who indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case a hundredfold, in another sixty,
and in another thirty.”

One: Thisisthe word of God for the people of God.
All: Thanksbeto God.

SERMON Incomprehensible Seed Waste E. Scott Winnette
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SACRAMENT OF COMMUNION By Thom M. Shuman @2014

One:

All:

One:

All:

One:

All:

One:

All:

One:

May the Sower of grace be with you!

And also with you!

Seeds of hope and joy are planted in you.

May our hearts yield a rich harvest for God.

Join your voices with the valleys and mountains in praise.

Werejoice in the One who welcomes us at this table.

You cast your seeds upon chaos, Sower of creation, and pastures overflowed with
flocks, valleys brought forth flowers to welcome you, mountains sang out their praises
toyou as trees clapped out the beat.

We were shaped in your image to enjoy all these generous gifts, but we chose to walk the
rocky paths of sin and death, their thorny temptations choking us off from your hopes
for us. Prophets came to us with joy, hoping to lead us back to you in peace, but we sent
them away empty-handed, scattering their words on our sinful paths like breadcrumbs
left for birds of prey. Yet you would not leave us condemned, and sent Jesus to
accomplish your hopes. With those whose ears are wide open, with those who struggle
to walk with you, we lift our songs of thanksgiving to you:

Holy, holy, holy are you, God our Presence. All creations is stunned by your deeds.
Hosanna in the highest! Blessed is the Sower of the good news. Hosanna in the highest!

Your holiness fills the earth with hope, and Jesus Christ is the everlasting sign we will
not be separated from you. He walked the dusty paths, picking us up from where the
world had cast us aside. He gathered up all the rocks which fill our lives, so your word
might take root deep within us.

He prunes all the twisted briars of sin and death so that your resurrection might bloom
for us all. The Sower casts out the seeds and the grain comes forth to provide substance
for the Bread. The rain and snow refresh the vines, the plump grapes ripened to fill the
Cup of life. Your Spirit gathers us these gifts and prepares the Table for your people
who, blessed with your presence, go forth to bring hope and life to others; and who, set
free from sin and death, go to release neighbors and strangers from hunger, fear, doubts,
and loneliness.

Then, when time has ended, we will gather with our sisters and brothers around your
table of grace and peace, and satisfied with your goodness we will join all creation in
praising you, God in Community, Holy in One. Amen.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

One:

All:

One:

All:

The body of Christ, broken for you.
Thanks be to God for the bread of life!
The blood of Christ, poured out for you.
Thanks be to God for the cup of blessing!

FEASTING TOGETHER

PRAYER OF COMMITMENT (in unison)
Compassionate God, youhave met us in the bread and cup at your table. As we go from this
place may we receive strength to walk with all your children in peace, and witness to the truth
of your reconciliation and love. Amen.



PRESENTATION OF OUR GIFTS AND OFFERINGS

Offertory

*Doxology Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; &3 '&SE
Praise Him, all creatures here below E':":r\a %
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; % b
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 20|

PRAYER OF DEDICATION (in unison)
Holy Tender of the earth you have blessed us again with buds of beauty and potential. Receive
from our hearts and hands this offering of promise. Take these gifts and sow them eastward,
westward, north and south that your kingdom’s seed include our spirit. Amen.

*HYMN Purple 26 Earth and All Stars!

*BENEDICTION
One: Go forthas God's people.
All: We will sow seeds of love and joy in the world.
One: Go forth as Christ'strue friends.
All: We will sow seeds of justice and hope in oppression-strewn paths.
One: Go forth asthe Spirit's love.
All: We will sow seeds of peace and reconciliation in every corner of creation.

*BENEDICTION RESPONSE Purple 539 We Will Go Out with Joy
POSTLUDE

The BOLD FACE indicates when the congregation is invited to speak in unison.
The asterisk (*) indicates an invitation to stand in body or spirit.

Assisted listening devices are available to anyone who needs them. Speak to an usher to secure
one for service. They can be returned to any usher at the end of service.

Our worship services are filmed, recorded, and broadcast online. If you do not want to appear
in any videos or photos, we invite you to sit in the balcony.



WELCOME to the Zion Reformed United
Church of Christ, an Open and Affirming
Church striving to welcome and value all
people and creation. Wherever you may be in
the journey of faith, we welcome you. We are a
community where honest questions are valued
and where faith is considered a process, not an
arrival. Affirmingthatevery person has worth
as aunique creation and a child of God, we
welcome into full participation people of every
age, sex, race, color, ethnicity, culture,
economic condition, physical and mental
ability, marital status, sexual orientation, and
gender identity and expression. If you are
passing through, we extend God’s blessings to
you as you continue on your way. Ifyou are
seeking a home, we invite youto join us in the
adventure of serving Jesus Christin a
challenging world. Pastor Scott

HEARING ASSISTANCE - Zion has a
hearing assistance system. You can
connect with air pods and newer

2l hearing aids through Bluetooth. In
the Narthex there are eight headphone units.
You can use a headphone we provide or bring
your own 3mm. Click this QR Code to find the
broadcast on your phone.

TUESDAY NIGHT MINISTRY - Tuesday Night
Ministry is collecting snacks-PB crackers and
cheese crackers in July. We are also in need of
empty Egg Cartons and Zip Lock Storage Bags
in all sizes.

SUNDAY LUNCH BUNCH - Every Sunday after
worship a bunch of us get together and go out
for lunch, fellowship and lots of

laughter. Anyone and everyone are welcome
tojoinus. Wetry to patronize a different local
eatery each week. We meet up in the Chapel
right after worship and that is when we usually
decide where we are going. Come join us
whenever you can.

EASY-CISE CLASS - Join us at 9:00am on the
second Saturday of each month for our Easy-
cise Class. Easy-cise is a resistance-based
fitness class that helps with core and arm
workouts designed for beginners, those with
limited mobility, or anyone who prefers seated
exercises.

ZION’S GATHERING PLACE! - Are you a senior
looking for a welcoming place to enjoy meals,
companionship, music, exercise, and
activities? Zion's Gathering Place offers a
warm and engaging environment where you
can connect and thrive. In July, we will again,
meettwice - July 17th and 31st from 9am - 2pm
each day.

4-HYOUTH - July 18-25 - Washington County
AgFair. Make plans to come out and support
the 4-H youth!

COMMUNITY BLOCK PARTY - The Hagerstown
Police Department is hosting a Community
Block Party in the parking lot of Trinity
Church. They have invited us to participate by
setting up atable. We can have music, games,
etc. Please let Pastor Scott know if you can help
us present a great face to the community. Set-
up begins at 5:30pm and the event runs from
6:00pm to 8:00pm.

HAGERSTOWN FLYING BOXCARS GAME -
Make plans to join us on Sunday, August 23rd
and catch a Hagerstown Flying Boxcars game!
We have reserved ablock of 50 tickets - tickets
are $10 each. Reserve yours through the
church office or talk to Megan Shroyer. The
game will be played at Meritus Park, located at
50 W. Baltimore Street in Hagerstown, MD.

Zion Reformed United Church of Christ
201 N Potomac Street,

Hagerstown, MD 21740

301.739.7244,

zionrucc@myactv.net
www.zionreformed.church

Rev.Dr. E. Scott Winnette, Pastor
240-675-3227, pastorwinnette@gmail.com



http://www.zionreformed.church/
mailto:pastorwinnette@gmail.com

PRAYING WITH ONE ANOTHER - Prayeris one
of the most important spiritual disciplines of our
Jaith, promoting communication with God and
love for God and neighbor. Join us in prayer as
we pray for all those in our communities that we
have touched or who have touched us and those
who sitmply crossed our paths. Let us also
rememaber to pray for peace and safety around
the world and to pray with and for our Zion
siblings: Bruce Albright, Janis Albright, Eddie
Barr, Naomi Brackett, Linda Cantilena,
Richard Cantilena, Steve Cavey (Uncle of Tina
Shafer), Kim Cook, Crystal Frazier’s Dad (Gary
Fulmer in hospice), Jim Hatfield, Lyn
Hoffmaster (Claire-Marie’s sister), Karen
Howser (friend of Barb & Charly Ware), Diane
Huff, Angel Livingston, Pegdy Lowman, Robert
and Judy Miller, Carol Miller-Schultz, Teresa
Moats (friend of Christine Coleman), Craig
Nilson (Curtis Nilson’s father), George & Mary
Pietsch, David Ridenour, Mary Ann Sanders,
Scherry Sellers, Staci Shafer, Rae Smith, Mary
Stann (friend of Kim Ridenour), Traci Van
Vogelpoel, Rick Waters’ brother and nephew,
Christel Wolbring, and Barry Yingling.

Complete a Prayer Card and place inthe
offering plate to be added or reach out to
Pastor Scott.

WORSHIP LEADERS

The lector this week is Calvin Livingston.
Ushers for this week are: Kathleen Wood,
Jamie Coates, Barb Ware, and Tina Shafer.

CHILDREN’S CHURCH teacher is Kristen Joy.

NEXT WEEK’S WORSHIP & CALENDAR

The lector for next week is: Rich Owens

Next week’s ushers are: Dom Gerlando, Matt

McDonald, Barb Hendershot, and Bill Wantz

7/13 Newsletter Deadline

7/14 5:00-6:30pm Tuesday Evening Ministry

7/18-25 Washington County Ag Fair

7/16 6:30pm Capital Campaign
Executive Team

7/17  9:00-2:00pm Zion Gathering Place

BIRTHDAYS: Rick Waters (7/19)

MUSIC FOR JULY 13, 2026
CCLINUMBER: 6212519

Prelude Come, Ye Thankful People, Come
by Edward Broughton
Hymns Glory to God #375, Shall We Gather at
the River;
Glory to God #4351, Open My Eyes That I
May See

Glory to God #26, Earth and All Stars!
Choral Responses Glory to God #626 As the
Deer, Glory to God #539 We Will Go Out with
Joy
Offertory Prelude and Fugue in C Major by JS
Bach
Postlude Postlude by Charles Callahan
MARRIAGE VOW RENEWAL - What a blessing
to have a partner in life. It is indeed joyful
work. Many find it helpful to recharge their
relationship by celebrating it again within a
community they love. With that in mind, I want
to offer you arenewal of vows. Talk about it
with your spouse or partner (we can celebrate
your relationship even if you haven’t married).
We will host a Marriage Renewal dinner and
worship on August 8 starting at 4pm. Please let
Pastor Scott know if you are interested.



