
August 2, 2026 
 

Zion Reformed United Church of Christ 
 

To share the gospel of Christ 
in such a way that we find God, 

grow our faith, discover our purpose 
and make a difference.   

 
Order of Worship 

 
 
 
 
GATHERING MUSIC  
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 Welcome to Ruthy Stenger.  Kobe is away today. 
 RBC’s Laura Herrera meeting today. 
 
PRELUDE 
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP 

One: With hope we gather, past the darkness of night into the light of a new day. 
All: With expectations we lift our voices in song and prayer. 
One: With trust we listen for God’s Word to us.  
All: With confidence and joy we will go out from this place renewed in faith. 
 

*HYMN  Purple 44       Like A Mother Who Has Borne Us 
        
PRAYER OF HOPE (in unison)    

Living God, you have said, “If anyone thirsts, let them come to me and drink.” We are 
thirsty, Lord, and yet we keep on drinking from puddles and bogs. We sip on salt 
water, growing ever more thirsty.  
 
Jesus, we need You—every hour. You, O God, are what we thirst for. Make us to 
desire You, and, in You, to be satisfied. Help us, Holy Spirit, to turn away from our 
habitual sins, for they do not satisfy. Help us, Creator, to turn toward You and to seek 
first Your kingdom.  
 
May drawing from Your well become our routine, drinking from Your waters our 
rhythm. May You be our hearts’ love and our souls’ true desire. 
 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON  
Friends, there is good news here: even when we stumble, even when we take the easy 
way out, even when we lose our way—we belong to God. We are loved.  We are 
claimed. We are under God’s wing.  We are forgiven.  Thanks be to God. Amen.   
 

RESPONSE OF PRAISE                   If You Believe and I Believe     
If you believe and I believe and we together pray, 
the Holy Spirit must come down and set God’s people free, 
and set God’s people free, and set God’s people free; 
the Holy Spirit must come down and set God’s people free. 

 



SCRIPTURE  Isaiah 55:1-9                           Tina Shafer 
Hear, everyone who thirsts; come to the waters; 
and you who have no money, come, buy and eat! 
Come, buy wine and milk without money and without price. 
Why do you spend your money for that which is not bread 
and your earnings for that which does not satisfy? 
 
Listen carefully to me, and eat what is good, and delight yourselves in rich food. 
Incline your ear, and come to me; listen, so that you may live. 
I will make with you an everlasting covenant, my steadfast, sure love for David. 
See, I made him a witness to the peoples, a leader and commander for the peoples. 
 
Now you shall call nations that you do not know, and nations that do not know you 
shall run to you, because of the Lord your God, the Holy One of Israel, for he has 
glorified you. 
 
Seek the Lord while he may be found; call upon him while he is near; 
let the wicked forsake their way and the unrighteous their thoughts; 
let them return to the Lord, that he may have mercy on them, and to our God, for he 
will abundantly pardon.  For my thoughts are not your thoughts, nor are your ways 
my ways, says the Lord.  For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways 
higher than your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts. 
One:  Listen to what the Spirit is teaching. 
All:            Thanks be to God! 

 
SPECIAL MUSIC                      Ruthy Stenger 
 
THE WORD WITH CHILDREN      Happy Psalm 92    Sally Looyd-Jones & Jago 
 
SCRIPTURE  Isaiah 55: 10-13                                                    Tina Shafer 

For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven and do not return there until 
they have watered the earth, making it bring forth and sprout, giving seed to the 
sower and bread to the eater, so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; it 
shall not return to me empty, but it shall accomplish that which I purpose and 
succeed in the thing for which I sent it. 
 
For you shall go out in joy and be led back in peace; the mountains and the hills 
before you shall burst into song, and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands.  
Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress; instead of the brier shall come up the 
myrtle, and it shall be to the Lord for a memorial, for an everlasting sign that shall 
not be cut off. 

 One: This is the Word of God for the people of God 
All:  Thanks be to God! 

 
CHORAL PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION  Purple 78 Verse 1                Ruthy Stenger 
 
SERMON God Dreams               Rev. Dr. E. Scott Winnette 
 
*HYMN  Purple 78                  You Thirsty Ones, Come 
 



SACRAMENT OF COMMUNION 
One: May the Sower of grace be with you! 
All: And also with you! 
One: Seeds of hope and joy are planted in you. 
All: May our hearts yield a rich harvest for God. 
One: Join your voices with the valleys and mountains in praise. 
All: We rejoice in the One who welcomes us at this Table. 
One: You cast your seeds upon chaos, Sower of creation, and pastures overflowed with  

flocks, valleys brought forth flowers to welcome you, mountains sang out their 
praises to you as trees clapped out the beat.  We were shaped in your image to enjoy 
all these generous gifts, but we chose to walk the rocky paths of sin and death, their 
thorny temptations choking us off from your hopes for us.  
 
Prophets came to us with joy, hoping to lead us back to you in peace, but we sent 
them away empty-handed, scattering their words on our sinful paths like bread 
crumbs left for birds of prey.  Yet you would not leave us condemned, and sent Jesus 
to accomplish your hopes.   

 
With those whose ears are wide open, with those who struggle to walk with you, 
we lift our songs of thanksgiving to you: 

 
All: Holy, holy, holy are you, God of Presence. All creation is stunned by your deeds. 

Hosanna in the highest! 
One: Blessed is the Sower of the good news. 
All: Hosanna in the highest! 
 
Hymn  Purple 523, verse 1             You Satisfy the Hungry Heart 
 
One: Your holiness fills the earth with hope, and Jesus Christ is the everlasting sign 

we will not be separated from you.  He walked the dusty paths, picking us up from 
where the world had cast us aside.  He  gathered up all the rocks which fill our lives, 
so your word might take root deep within us.  He prunes all the twisted briars of sin 
and death so that your resurrection might bloom for us all. 

 
The Sower casts out the seeds and the grain comes forth to provide substance for the 
Bread.  The rain and snow refresh the vines, the plump grapes ripened to fill the Cup 
of life.   
 
Your Spirit gathers us these gifts and prepares the Table for your people who, 
blessed with your presence, go forth to bring hope and life to others; and who, set 
free, go to release neighbors and strangers from hunger, fear, doubts, and loneliness. 

 
Then, when time has ended, we will gather with our siblings around your table of 
grace and peace, and satisfied with your goodness we will join all creation in 
praising you, God in Community, Holy in One.  Amen.  

 
The Feast  We share communion by intinction.  Either come forward to take the bread  

and cup.  If you prefer, stay in your seat and raise your hand.   
 

 
 



PRAYER THAT JESUS TEACHES US (in unison) 
      Our Father who art in heaven 
      hallowed be thy name 
      Thy kingdom come, 
      Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
      Give us this day our daily bread 
      and forgive us our sins 
      as we forgive those who sin against us. 
      And lead us not into temptation 
      but deliver us from evil 
      for thine is the kingdom 
      and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

 
PRESENTATION OF OUR TITHES AND GIFTS  

Call to the Offering  
One: Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us, an offering and a sacrifice  

before God. Let us come before God with our tithes and our offerings. 
 

 Offertory    
*Doxology Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;    

   Praise Him, all creatures here below 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host;  
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

    
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION (In unison)    

What we offer may not seem significant in a world of so much, Caring God, but we pray 
they may become seeds of hope, of grace, of change, of life to all those around us.  Amen. 
 

*HYMN   Purple 686                                    God of Our Life 
  
* BENEDICTION 

May the peace of God surround you like the trees of the forest. 
May the peace of God warm you all over like the sun in the sky. 
May the peace of God swell and roll over you like a wave in the sea. 
May the peace of God fill you like the cool wind. 
May the peace of God be with you forever and today.   
And the people of God say, “Amen.” 
 

CHORAL RESPONSE  Purple 698                                Take, O Take me as I am 
 
POSTLUDE 
 
Congregational Fellowship in the Chapel and a Capital Campaign Special Informative Session in 
the Burhans Room with Laura Herrera of RBC. 
 
The BOLD FACE indicates when the 
congregation is invited to speak in unison. 
The asterisk (*) indicates an invitation to 
stand in body or spirit. 

 
Assisted listening devices are available to 
anyone who needs them. Speak to an usher to 

secure one for service. They can be returned 
to any usher at the end of service.  

 
Our worship services are filmed, recorded, 
and broadcast online. If you do not want to 
appear in any videos or photos, we invite you 
to sit in the balcony. 



 
WELCOME to Zion Reformed United Church 
of Christ, an Open and Affirming Church 
striving to welcome and value all people and 
creation. Wherever you may be in the 
journey of faith, we welcome you.  We are a 
community where honest questions are 
valued and where faith is considered a 
process, not an arrival.   Affirming that every 
person has worth as a unique creation and a 
child of God, we welcome into full 
participation people of every age, sex, race, 
color, ethnicity, culture, economic condition, 
physical and mental ability, marital status, 
sexual orientation, and gender identity and 
expression.  If you are passing through, we 
extend God’s blessings to you as you continue 
on your way. If you are seeking a home, we 
invite you to join us in the adventure of 
serving Jesus Christ in a challenging world.   
Pastor Scott 
 
HEARING ASSISTANCE - Zion has a hearing 
assistance system.  You can connect with air 
pods and newer hearing aids 
through Bluetooth.  In the 
Narthex there are eight 
headphone units.  You can use a 
headphone we provide or bring 
your own 3mm.  Click this QR Code to find 
the broadcast on your phone.  
 
TUESDAY NIGHT MINISTRY - Tuesday Night 
Ministry is collecting cans of fruit in August. 
We are also in need of empty Egg Cartons and 
Zip Lock Storage Bags in all sizes.    
 
SUNDAY LUNCH BUNCH - Every Sunday 
after worship a bunch of us get together and 
go out for lunch, fellowship and lots of 
laughter.  Anyone and everyone are welcome 
to join us.  We try to patronize a different 
local eatery each week.  We meet up in the 
Chapel right after worship and that is when 
we usually decide where we are going.  Come 
join us whenever you can. 
 
HAGERSTOWN FLYING BOXCARS GAME -  
Make plans to join us on Sunday, August 23rd 
and catch a Hagerstown Flying Boxcars 
game! We have reserved a block of 50 tickets 
- tickets are $10 each. Reserve yours through 

the church office or talk to Megan Shroyer. 
The game will be played at Meritus Park, 
located at 50 W.  Baltimore Street in 
Hagerstown, MD.  

 
CAPITAL CAMPAIGN SPECIAL 
INFORMATIVE SESSIONS 
August 2 -right after worship, Laura Herrera 
from RBC (our investment group) will speak 
on alternate ways of giving. 
 
August 6 @ 7 pm Pastor Scott will speak on 
how your faith impacts your giving and how 
your giving impacts your faith. 
 
The week of August 16 (exact date & time to be 
confirmed), Kent Shaffer will present a  
History of Zion.  
 

 



 
PRAYING WITH ONE ANOTHER - Prayer is 

one of the most important spiritual disciplines 
of our faith, promoting communication with 

God and love for God and neighbor. Join us in 
prayer as we pray for all those in our 

communities that we have touched or who 
have touched us and those who simply crossed 

our paths. Let us also remember to pray for 
peace and safety around the world and to pray 
with and for our Zion siblings:  Bruce Albright, 

Janis Albright, Eddie Barr, Naomi Brackett, 
Robert Brewer (cousin of Carol France), 

Linda Cantilena, Richard Cantilena, Steve 
Cavey (Uncle of Tina Shafer),  Kim Cook, 

Diane (friend of Beth Hauver), Crystal 
Frazier’s Dad (Gary Fulmer in hospice), Jim 

Hatfield, Lyn Hoffmaster (Claire-Marie’s 
sister), Karen Howser (friend of Barb & 

Charly Ware), Diane Huff, Jeanne Hvidding  
(Sister of Ralph Frances), Angel Livingston, 

Peggy Lowman, Robert and Judy Miller, 
Carol Miller-Schultz, Teresa Moats (friend of 

Christine Coleman), Craig Nilson (Curtis 
Nilson’s father), George & Mary Pietsch, 

David Ridenour, Mary Ann Sanders, Scherry 
Sellers, Daisy Schlotterbeck, Staci Shafer,  

Rae Smith, Mary Stann (friend of Kim 
Ridenour), Danielle Tiller, Traci Van 

Vogelpoel, Margaret Wagner,  Rick Waters’ 
family in memory of his nephew, Rick 

Waters’ brother,  Christel Wolbring, and 
Barry Yingling. 

Complete a Prayer Card and place in the 
offering plate to be added or reach out to 

Pastor Scott. 
 
CHURCH SCHOOL - We are looking for 
Sunday school teachers for grades three 
through middle school and high school. If you 
are interested, please reach out 
to Kim Ridenour or Megan Shroyer. 
 
EASY-CISE CLASS - Join us at 9:00am on the 
second Saturday of each month for our Easy-
cise Class.  Easy-cise is a resistance-based 
fitness class that helps with core and arm 
workouts designed for beginners, those with 

limited mobility, or anyone who prefers 
seated exercises.  There is no Easy-Cise Class 
in August will resume on September 12th. 
 
WORSHIP LEADERS 
The lector this week is Tina Shafer 
Ushers for this week are: Burnie Clutz, Susie 
Clutz, Becky Hohman and John Schnebly 
 
NEXT WEEK’S WORSHIP & CALENDAR 
The lector for next week is:  Alie Montgomery 
Next week’s ushers are:     Frank Ebersole, 
Carol Mooers, Rich Owens, and Rick Waters 
 
8/3 5:30pm Christian Ed Meeting 
8/4 5:00-6:30pm Tuesday Evening Ministry  
8/6 4:40pm 4-h Club 
8/6  7:00pm   How your faith impacts  
   your giving ... Chapel  
8/8 4:00-6:00pm Renewal of Vows 
 
OFFICE HOURS - The church office will be 
open Monday through Thursday from 1pm-
3pm.    
 
BIRTHDAYS  Angie Shafer (8/5) 
 
 
 

Judy Thompson (8/5) 
Barry Newlin (8/9)   

ANNIVERSARIES Amy and Barry Newlin      
(8/6) 

https://convergenceus.org/2026/07/23/the-church-as-social-infrastructure/?utm_source=convertkit&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=The+Church+as+Social+Infrastructure+-+22630813
https://convergenceus.org/2026/07/23/the-church-as-social-infrastructure/?utm_source=convertkit&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=The+Church+as+Social+Infrastructure+-+22630813


 

 
 
 
 

 
 

MUSIC FOR August 2, 2026 

CCLI NUMBER:  6212519 

Prelude "Girl with the Flaxen Hair" by Claude 

Debussy  

Hymns  Glory to God # 44,  Like A Mother Who 

Has Borne Us 

Glory to God # 78,  You Thirsty Ones, 

Come 

Glory to God #  523,  You Satisfy the 

Hungry Heart 

Glory to God #698, Take, O Take me as I 

am 

Choral Responses   If You Believe and I Believe,  

Glory of God #698Take, O Take 

me as I am 

Offertory   What a Friend We Have in Jesus"   

by  Charles C. Converse, arranged by 

Jenifer Cook  2009 by Jenifer Cook 

Postlude Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing"   

arranged by Adam Johnson   

 
 

Zion Reformed United Church of Christ 

201 N Potomac Street,  

Hagerstown, MD 21740 

301.739.7244,  

zionrucc@myactv.net 

www.zionreformed.church 

 

Rev. Dr. E. Scott Winnette, Pastor  

240-675-3227, pastorwinnette@gmail.com 


