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Zion Reformed 
United Church of Christ 

 
 

To share the gospel of Christ     
in such a way that we find God, 

grow our faith, discover our purpose 
and make a difference. 

 
Order of Worship 

                                     
 
 
GATHERING MUSIC                                       Ruthy Stenger 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 Welcome to Jill White, Church Building & Loan Fund. 

Receipt of Transform Church – Transform Community Grant. 
 Capital Campaign Commissioning –the team, the rocks, the lunch. 
 
PRELUDE                Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us 
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP 

One:  For everything there is a season 
All: And a time for every matter under heaven; 
One:  A time to be born, and a time to die, 
All: A time to plant, and a time to pluck up what is planted. 
One:  A time to weep, and a time to laugh; All:  A time to mourn and a time to dance; One: This is 

the time to glorify God. 
All:. This is the time to enjoy God.  Let our worship begin!   

 
*HYMN  Purple 292 - Solo and then Congregation             As the Wind Song 
  
PRAYER OF HOPE 

One:  Spirit of the Living God, you ripple and rattle and roar in our lives. 
All: But we sometimes shut our hearts to keep you out. 
One:  Like tongues of fire, you sparkle and shimmer and dance all around  

us. 
All: But we dabble dousing your flames with doubt and despair. 
One:  Like a cosmic voice, you speak the language of every human soul. 
All: But we refuse to hear our own name called. 
One:  Holy, Healthy Spirit, come quickly and shake us up. 
All: Come quickly and fill us up. Dance with us. Alleluia! Amen! 

 
CHORAL RESPONSE          

Let there be peace on earth and let it begin with me. 
Let there be peace on earth, the peace that was meant to be. 
With God our creator, children all are we. 
Let us walk with each other in perfect harmony. 
 
Let peace begin with me, let this be the moment now. 
With every step I take, may this be my solemn vow: 



To take each moment and live each moment in peace eternally. 
Let there be peace on earth and let it begin with me. 

 
WORD FOR CHILDREN The Littlest Angel, by Charles Tazewell                     Carroll Sager 
  
SCRIPTURE Psalm 34:1-15, The Message, an interpretation by Eugene Peterson                    Carol Mooers 

One:  I bless God every chance I get; my lungs expand with praise. 
I live and breathe God; if things aren’t going well, hear this and be happy: Join me in 
spreading the news; together let’s get the word out.  God met me more than halfway, God 
freed me from my anxious fears. Look at God; give your warmest smile. Never hide your 
feelings from God. When I was desperate, I called out, and God got me out of a tight spot. 
God’s angel sets up a circle of protection around us while we pray. 

All: Open your mouth and taste, open your eyes and see—how good  
God is. Blessed are you who run to God. 

One:  Worship God if you want the best; worship opens doors to all God’s 
goodness. Young lions on the prowl get hungry, but God-seekers  
are full of God. Come, children, listen closely; I’ll give you a lesson in God worship. Who 
out there has a lust for life? Can’t wait each day to come upon beauty? Guard your 
tongue from profanity, and no more lying through your teeth. Turn your back on sin; do 
something good. Embrace peace—don’t let it get away!  Hear what the Spirit is saying to 
God’s people. 

All: Thanks be to God. 
 

ANTHEM                            How Firm a Foundation 
 
SCRIPTURE Genesis 18:1-15, NRSV                        Carol Mooers 

The Lord appeared to Abraham by the oaks of Mamre, as he sat at the entrance of his tent in the 
heat of the day. He looked up and saw three men standing near him. When he saw them, he ran 
from the tent entrance to meet them, and bowed down to the ground. He said, “My lord, if I find 
favor with you, do not pass by your servant. Let a little water be brought, and wash your feet, 
and rest yourselves under the tree. Let me bring a little bread, that you may refresh yourselves, 
and after that you may pass on—since you have come to your servant.” So they said, “Do as you 
have said.” And Abraham hastened into the tent to Sarah, and said, “Make ready quickly three 
measures of choice flour, knead it, and make cakes.” Abraham ran to the herd, and took a calf, 
tender and good, and gave it to the servant, who hastened to prepare it. Then he took curds and 
milk and the calf that he had prepared, and set it before them; and he stood by them under the 
tree while they ate. 
 
They said to him, “Where is your wife Sarah?” And he said, “There, in the tent.” Then one said, 
“I will surely return to you in due season, and your wife Sarah shall have a son.” And Sarah was 
listening at the tent entrance behind him. Now Abraham and Sarah were old, advanced in age; 
it had ceased to be with Sarah after the manner of women. So Sarah laughed to herself, saying, 
“After I have grown old, and my husband is old, shall I have pleasure?” The Lord said to 
Abraham, “Why did Sarah laugh, and say, ‘Shall I indeed bear a child, now that I am old?’ Is 
anything too wonderful for the Lord? At the set time I will return to you, in due season, and 
Sarah shall have a son.” But Sarah denied, saying, “I did not laugh”; for she was afraid. He said, 
“Oh yes, you did laugh.” 
One:  This is the Word of God for the people of God. 
All: Thanks be to God. 

 
CHORAL PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION                     There is a Quiet Place 
 
SERMON Surprised by God          Rev. Dr. E. Scott Winnette 
 



*HYMN Purple 69, Verse 1            I, the Lord of Sea and Sky 
 
COMMISSIONING OF THE CAPITAL CAMPAIGN TEAM 

One: God has directed the Zion Reformed United Church of Christ to engage in a five-year 
vision to better utilize the parsonage, to better utilize the church property and parking 
lot, and to grow our beloved community including the development of the Zion 
Gathering Space for Seniors.   The Capital Campaign empowering this mission is 
entitled “Still on the Rock…Still Growing.”  Let us be commissioned. 

All:   Others have gone before us to build up this beloved faith community.  In stages over the 
centuries, they sacrificially gave to build, beautify and expand on our beautiful historic 
buildings.   Zion’s Saints with deep compassion created the community, services and 
mission we enjoy today.  Zion’s ancestors shared their hope that someday we would 
come joining them as an ever-refreshing community together.  Their love, time, talent 
and treasure were seeds for the love we share today.  As Saints they, with God, 
commission us to now accept responsibility for Zion’s next beautiful chapter of 
ministry. 

One:  Now we are here, as each generation before us, to build, share and grow our faith, hope 
and love with one another and with those who will continue to change lives and to bring 
forth a vision for God’s love in the world. Today we commission a group of your fellow 
members and friends whose task it is to invite you to share what you have for the sake of 
this church’s future ministry. 

 
One: To the Capital Campaign Team:  Do you each dedicate yourself to working for the future  

God has in mind for this church? 
Team:  We do. 

 
One: Will each of you give of yourself generously and boldly encourage your fellow  

members to do the same? 
Team:  We will. 

 
One:  [to the congregation] Will you honor the leadership of this team, receiving their 

requests with open hearts, and will you consider prayerfully how you will contribute 
out of the abundant gifts God has given you? 

All:   We will. 
 
One: Then let us pray.   
All:   Give us boldness of vision, O God, and generous hearts, so that this campaign may lead 

to extravagant welcome, transformative service, and  joyful praise that spills out into 
our community and into your world, both today and into the future. It is in Christ’s name 
that we ask it, for the sake of his church. Amen 

 
*HYMN Purple 69, Verses 2 & 3           I, the Lord of Sea and Sky 
 
SACRAMENT OF COMMUNION 

Invitation 
One: Luke in his Gospel says that Jesus, while sharing a meal with two disciples, took bread, 

blessed and broke it and gave it to them. Their eyes were opened and they recognized 
the risen Christ. In company with all believers in every time and beyond time, we come 
to this table to know the risen Christ in the breaking of bread. 

 
Great Prayer of Thanksgiving  
One: God is with you.  
All:  And also with you.  
One:  Let us open our hearts.  



All:  We open our hearts to God and one another. 
One:  Let us give thanks.  
All:  We thank God with joy. 
One: Loving Spirit, Abiding Hope, our life with you is a call and response.  Our movement in  

you like the waves of the ocean and the dance of the wind.  We call out to you: 
All: Where do we find you?  How do we follow you? 
One: You respond: Find me at your table; share your food. Find me in your breath; honor all  

life.  Find me in your power; advocate for the disempowered. Find me in your hurt; tend  
to the wounds of the world. Find me in your joy; celebrate the abundance of creation.  
Again, we call to you: 

All: Feed us, so we might be nourished. Love us, so we know we are lovable. Heal us, so we 
might be whole.  Walk with us, so we are not alone. Comfort us, so we are not afraid. 

One: Again, you respond: Beauty is before you, behind you, above you, below you, within you.  
I am embodied in your midst—in the grain and the sun and the bread, in the grape and 
the rain and the wine, in the life of Jesus and each child of God and the living Christ.  My 
love for you has no end.  You call to us: Love one another, even your enemies. Live 
peaceably so all may rest in safety. 

All: And we respond: We are here, gathered at your table—where we can admit our 
shortcomings, lament our losses, sing our praises, and offer ourselves as we are.  We 
meet you here—Your grace washing over us to fill us once again with boundless 
compassion. Amen. 

 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 
SHARING THE ELEMENTS 
 
PRAYER OF COMMITMENT (in unison)  

Eternal God, we give you thanks for this holy mystery in which you give of yourself to help us 
grow. Grant that we may go into the world in the strength of your blessing, to work in your 
name and rest in your grace, trusting your presence with us and with all creation. Amen. 

 
PRESENTATION OF OUR GIFTS AND OFFERINGS 

Offertory                        The Old Rugged Cross 
   

*Doxology Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;   
Praise God, all creatures here below 
Praise God above, ye heavenly host;  
Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION (in unison) 
God who experiences the farthest cosmos yet dwells within each living being, accept our gifts 
of praise. May they be used for your purposes in your church and in your world. May we 
continue to glorify you and enjoy you forever. 
Amen. 

 
*HYMN Purple 693                            Though I May Speak 
 
*BENEDICTION 

Go now, into the world, not as victims but as shapers:  
To listen and to learn, to work and to create, 
To bring justice, and to let love grow - 
Remembering – 

the love of God,  
the new ways of Jesus,  



and the power of the Holy Spirit. 

*BENEDICTION RESPONSE
And God will raise you up on eagle's wings, 
bear you on the breath of dawn, 
make you to shine like the sun, 
and hold you in the palm of his hand. 

*POSTLUDE   Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee 

CAPITAL CAMPAIGN COMMISSIONG MEAL 

The BOLD FACE indicates when the congregation is invited to speak in unison. 
The asterisk (*) indicates an invitation to stand in body or spirit. 

HEARING ASSISTANCE - Zion has a 
new hearing assistance system.  You 
can connect with airpods and newer 
hearing aids through Bluetooth.  In 

the Narthex there are eight headphone units.  
You can use a headphone we provide or bring 
your own 3mm.  Click this QR Code to find the 
broadcast on your phone.  

TUESDAY NIGHT MINISTRY - Tuesday Night 
Ministry is collecting canned meats, chicken, 
Vienna sausages, and Spam for the month of 
June. We are also in need of empty Egg Cartons 
and Zip Lock Storage Bags in all sizes.   

SUNDAY LUNCH BUNCH - Every Sunday after 
worship a bunch of us get together and go out 
for lunch, fellowship and lots of 
laughter.  Anyone and everyone are welcome 
to join us.  We try to patronize a different local 
eatery each week.  We meet up in the Chapel 
right after worship and that is when we usually 
decide where we are going.  Come join us 
whenever you can. 

EASY-CISE CLASS - Join us at 9:00am on the 
second Saturday of each month for our Easy-
cise Class.  Easy-cise is a resistance-based 
fitness class that helps with core and arm 
workouts designed for beginners, those with 
limited mobility, or anyone who prefers seated 
exercises. 

ZION’S GATHERING PLACE! - Our next dates 
are: June 19 (picture bingo, July 4 wreath 
making, and ice cream social), and June 26 

(floral arrangements).  Make sure you sign up! 

WELCOME to the Zion Reformed United 
Church of Christ, an Open and Affirming 
Church striving to welcome and value all 
people and creation. I am glad you have joined 
us this morning. I believe you will find Zion 
Church an open and safe place to ask the 
difficult questions of life and a community that 
honors each spiritual journey. I encourage you 
to ask me or our members about our 
community, explore our bulletin and website 
and gift us with your contact information 
(phone, address, email) in our Guest Book or 
Pew Card. I/we are ready to answer any 
question or to help connect you to any program 
that we can. I hope to greet you in person after 
the service or that you’ll contact me.   Please 
complete the pew welcoming card and place it 
in the offering plate. 

In Love, Pastor Scott 

PRAYING WITH ONE ANOTHER - Prayer is one 
of the most important spiritual disciplines of our 
faith, promoting communication with God and 
love for God and neighbor. Join us in prayer as 
we pray for all those in our communities that we 
have touched or who have touched us and those 
who simply crossed our paths. Let us also 
remember to pray for peace and safety around 
the world and to pray with and for our Zion 
siblings:  Bruce Albright, Janis Albright, Eddie 
Barr, Naomi Brackett, Linda Cantilena, 
Richard Cantilena, Steve Cavey (Uncle of Tina 
Shafer),  Kim Cook, Crystal Frazier’s Dad (Gary 
Fulmer in hospice), Jim Harne (Randy 



Hendershot’s family), Jim Hatfield, Lyn 
Hoffmaster (Claire-Marie’s sister), Karen 
Howser (friend of Barb & Charly Ware), Peggy 
Lowman, Teresa Moats (friend of Christine 
Coleman), Craig Nilson (Curtis Nilson’s father), 
George & Mary Pietsch, David Ridenour, Mary 
Ann Sanders, Scherry Sellers, Staci Shafer, Rae 
Smith, Ruthy Stenger, Mary Stann (friend of 
Kim Ridenour), Traci Van Vogelpoel, Rick 
Waters’ brother and nephew, Christel 
Wolbring, and Barry Yingling.  

Complete a Prayer Card and place in the 
offering plate to be added or reach out to 

Pastor Scott. 

WORSHIP LEADERS  
The lector this week is Carol Mooers.   
Ushers for this week are: Frank Ebersole, Carol 
Mooers, Rich Owens, Rick Waters.  

NEXT WEEK’S WORSHIP & CALENDAR 
The lector for next week is: Rich  Owens 
Next week’s ushers are:  Bill Brewer, Calvin 
Livingston, Jerry Saum, Jean Simmons. 
6/15  Red Robin Fundraiser 
6/16 5:00-6:30pm  Tuesday Evening Ministry  
6/18 5:30pm Choir Practice 
6/18 6:30pm Capital Campaign  

Executive Team 
6/19 9:00-2:00pm Zion Gathering Place 
6/19 Office Closed 
6/20 9:00-noon Decorating for VBS 
6/21 10:00am Worship 

BIRTHDAYS :  Misha Joy (6/14).       

MUSIC FOR JUNE 14, 2026 
CCLI NUMBER:  6212519 

Prelude Savior, Like a shepherd Lead Us” Arr. Jerry Ray  
Hymns     Glory to God #292, As the Wond Song;  

Glory to God #69, I, the Lord of Sea and Sky;  
Glory to God #693, Though I May Speak  

Choral Responses  Let there be peace on Earth, Jill Jackson,  
and Sy Miller; On Eagle’s Wings, Michael Joncas, There 
is a Quiet Place. 

Anthem How Firm a Foundation, Alfred V.  
Offertory The Old Rugged Cross, George Bernard 
Postlude  Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee, Beethoven/ Arr.  

Tornquist 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL - VBS Rainforest 
Falls, kids explore the nature of God! 
Rainforest Falls.  Make sure to invite your kids, 
grandkids and neighbors to join us June 22-25  
at Zion from 6-8pm.  

Tear this out and eat at Red Robin tomorrow to 
support Zion’s Gathering Space. 

Zion Reformed United Church of Christ 
201 N Potomac Street,  
Hagerstown, MD 21740 
301.739.7244,  
zionrucc@myactv.net 
www.zionreformed.church 

Rev. Dr. E. Scott Winnette, Pastor 
240-675-3227, pastorwinnette@gmail.com 

http://www.zionreformed.church/
mailto:pastorwinnette@gmail.com



