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Zion Reformed United Church of Christ

December 21, 2025

To share the gospel of Christ

in such a way that we find God,
grow our faith, discover our purpose
and make a difference.

GATHERING MUSIC AND BELLS

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
Welcome to Beloveds on site and online.
Christmas Eve, Historic Houses of Worship Tour.

PRELUDE
*CALL TO WORSHIP
Let us be called to worship in song.

O come, O Bright and Morning Star,

and bring us comfort from afar!

Dispel the shadows of the night

and turn our darkness into light.

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee O Israel!

O Come, Desire of nations, bind

all peoples in one heart and mind;

bid envy, strife and discord cease;

fill the whole world with heaven’s peace.

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee O Israel!

Hark! The Herald Angels Sing

I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day

O Come, O Come, Emmanuel



LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE Montgomery Family

There is a moment
when we no longer need
a light in the darkness.

Perhaps dawn has come
to fill every corner of the room
with sunlight.

Or, we have grown so familiar
with our surroundings

that we can find our way
without sight.

Or, the person we have longed to know
now rests by our side,
peacefully breathing.

God’s goodness has always
grown quietly in our midst,
like the infant who has grown
just out of sight,

just beyond our touch.

This final candle represents
the moment we see and hold
God’s promise

for ourselves.

*HYMN Red 115 Christians, Awake, Salute the Happy Morn

PRAYER OF HOPE (IN UNISON)

Ever Faithful God,

You invite us to come, to behold, to believe.

You invite us to sing, to exult, to exalt.

But we confess our resistance and our restlessness.

Come to a shabby stable? Behold a Baby God?

Believe that life is new? How can this possibly be?

Generous Giver of Life, this night forgive our doubt, our fear, our complacency.
Draw us close to the manger. And change us, so we can change the world.

We pray in the powerful name of the Baby. Amen.



ANTHEM It Came Upon the Midnight Clear
(with Jesu, Joy of Man’s Desiring)

THE CHRISTMAS PAGEANT WOW!: A Nativity Play for Kids by Gwynne Watkins

CHRISTMAS PRAYER

*HYMN Purple 121 O Little Town of Bethlehem

INVITATION TO THE OFFERING

Fresh-born,flesh-born God

You grow what we give away.

So we give you these gifts

as a sign of your love and faithfulness.

OFFERING
DOXOLOGY

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God, all creatures here below;
Alleluia, Alleluia,

Praise God above ye heavenly host.
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.

Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia.

PRAYER OF DEDICATION (in unison)

Fresh and Faithful God,

You startle us with love.

You come to be with us, to be for us

to be among us.

And we are grateful.

Holy Life, receive the gifts of our lives.
Heal us with hope. Fill us with wonder.
And send us to be Good News to the world.
We pray in Jesus’ name. Amen.

*HYMN Purple 113

In Dulci Jubilo (Now Let Us Sing with Joy)

Angels We Have Heard on High



*BENEDICTION

This is the season in which the Christ was born.

May the joy of His coming be in our hearts.

May His love fill our souls.

May the hope of the gospel be in us forever.

May we share God’s blessing with everyone we meet. Amen.

POSTLUDE The First Noel. From Sandys” Christmas Carols

Please remain seated until the altar candles are doused.
The asterisk (*) indicates an invitation to stand in body or spirit.
The BOLD FACE indicates when the congregation is invited to speak in unison.

PRAYING WITH ONE ANOTHER

Prayer is one of the most important spiritual disciplines of our faith, promoting communication
with God, and love for God and neighbor. Join us in prayer as we pray for all those in our
communities that we have touched or who have touched us and those that simply crossed our paths.
Let us also remember to pray for peace and safety around the world and to pray with and for our
Zion siblings:

Bruce Albright, Janis Albright, Eddie Barr, Naomi Brackett, Linda Cantilena, Richard Cantilena, The
Family of Bill Cook, Michael Graff Jr. (son of Sue and Mike), Jim Hatfield, Lyn Hoffmaster (Claire-
Marie’s sister), Dee Krause, Vicki Krouse (friend of Barb Ware), Mary Lorfing, Trish Lowman,
Teresa Moats (friend of Christine Coleman), Craig Nilson (Curtis Nilson’s father), George & Mary
Pietsch (Rae’s daughter and son-in-law), Linda Pittman (friend of Barry Landis), David Ridenour,
Wells Ridenour, Angie Schaff, Tina Shafer, Staci Shafer, Mary Stann (friend of Kim Ridenour), Traci
Van Vogelpoel, Randy Waters (Rick Waters” brother), Christel, Christoph, and Anna Wolbring

(friends of Kim Ridenour), Eric Wolbring, and Barry Yingling.

Come as you are on December 28th. We will worship the First Sunday after Christmas Day in
pajamas, ugly Christmas Sweaters and other casual wear. Come ready to sing Carols and hear
beautiful children's stories of Christmas.




OPPORTUNITIES
TREE OF LIGHT
Zion’s Tree of Light will be lit this Christmas season in the foyer of the Chapel. Sparkling
white lights will announce the Christmas season and serve as a beacon for those we honor
and remember during the holidays. Proceeds this year will go to support Zion’s new Senior
Daycare Center scheduled to open in April.

HAGERSTOWN

HISTORIC
~_ HOUSES Of
=% WORSHIP TOUR

DECEMBER [][] |
26TH Tml I
3:00-6:30 P.M. HARSTovN

EASY-CISE CLASS
Join us at 9:00am on the second Saturday of each month for our Easy-cise Class. Easy-cise
is a resistance-based fitness class that helps with core and arm workouts designed for
beginners, those with limited mobility, or anyone who prefers seated exercises.

Sunday Morning Schedule
9:45 Adult Sunday School — In-person and Zoom
Children’s Sunday School Class
Young Adult Class/Bible Study - Second and Fourth Sundays of the month
10:30 Children’s Choir in the Music Room
10:35 Choir Rehearsal in the Sanctuary
11:00 Worship in the Sanctuary and virtually at www.zionreformed.church/worshiplive
Children’s Church — every other week
12:00 Fellowship




SERVICE OPPORTUNITIES

Tuesday Night Ministry is collecting Individual Packets of Oatmeal & Hot Cereal for the month of
December. We are also in need of empty Egg Cartons and Zip Lock Storage Bags in all sizes.

Micah’s Backpack is collecting Individual Packets of Hot Chocolate & Hot Cider for the month of
December.

Thank you for your help in these outreach ministries.

WORSHIP LEADERS

The lector this week is Calvin Livingston.
Ushers for this week are Domenick Gerlando, Barb Hendershot, Matt McDonald, and William
Wantz.

NEXT WEEK’S WORSHIP & CALENDAR

The lector for Christmas Eve is Carol Mooers.

The lector for next week is Amber Nilson.

Next week’s ushers are William Brewer, Calvin Livingston, Lisa Saum, and Jean Simmons.
Next week’s Children’s Church is Megan Shroyer.

12/23 Staff Meeting 11:00am
Tuesday Evening Ministry 5:00-6:30pm
12/24 Christmas Eve Service 7:00pm
12/26 Historic Houses of Worship Tour 3:00pm - 6:30pm
12/28 Sunday School for Adults and Young Adult Classes 9:45am
Children’s Choir Practice 10:30am
Children’s Church 11:00am
Sunday Worship 11:00am

BIRTHDAYS
12/21 David Ridenour
12/22 Carol Miller-Schultz
12/24 Sandra Rhodes




Service Credits
CCLI Number: 6212519
December 21

Gathering music: ~ Hark! The Herald Angels Sing. Composed by Felix Mendelssohn. Arr. by
Dan Miller. © 2001 by Birnamwood Publications. Performed by Byron L. Stay (trumpeter) and C.
M. Moblard (organist) of Zion Reformed UCC.

Prelude: I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day. Composed by John Baptiste Calkin. Arr.
by Mark Hayes. © 2013 by Lorenz Publishing Co. Performed by C. M. Moblard (pianist) of Zion
Reformed UCC.

Hymns: Christians, Awake, Salute the Happy Morn. Red 115. Tune: Yorkshire.
Composed by John Wainwright. Words by John Byrom. Performed by Byron L. Stay (trumpeter)
and C. M. Moblard (organist) of Zion Reformed UCC.

O Little Town of Bethlehem. Purple 121. Tune: St. Louis. Composed by Lewis
Henry Redner. Words by Phillip Brooks. Performed by Byron L. Stay (trumpeter) and C. M.
Moblard (organist) of Zion Reformed UCC.

Angels We Have Heard on High. Purple 113. Tune: Gloria. French Carol.
Performed by Byron L. Stay (trumpeter) and C. M. Moblard (organist) of Zion Reformed UCC.

Source(s): Hymnary (hymnary.org).

Choir Anthem: It Came Upon the Midnight Clear (with Jesu, Joy of Man’s Desiring).
Composed by Richard Willis and J. S. Bach. Arr. by Jay Rouse. Words by Edmund H. Sears and
Rose Aspinall. ©2018 by Lorenz Publishing Co.

Offertory: In Dulci Jubilo (Now Let Us Sing with Joy). Composed by J. S. Bach. © 1940
by G. Schirmer. Performed by C. M. Moblard (organist) of Zion Reformed UCC.

Postlude: The First Noel. From Sandys” Christmas Carols. Arr. by Mary McDonald. ©
2019 by Lorenz Publishing Co. Performed by Byron L. Stay (trumpeter) and C. M. Moblard
(organist) of Zion Reformed UCC.




We give thanks to the children of the church and the Christian Education Committee
and all adult help in producing this Christmas Pageant. Special accolades to Megan

Shroyer and Barb Hendershot. We give thanks to the speaking cast and all the
players.

CAST
Narrator Lily Montgomery
Angel William McDonald
Joseph Daniel Livingston
Mary Liliana Shroyer
Shepherd Toby Bell
Sheep Claire Montgomery, Juliet Montgomery, and Calvin
Wise People Shroyer Brynn Nilson, Misha Joy, and Jaime Joy
MUSIC

The children will sing the first verse of each carol (except for one) with the piano,
played by Barb Hendershot.

The congregation will sing the second verse of each carol (except for one) with the
organ, played by Claire Marie Moblard.

O Come Al e Faithful

Away in a Manger (Alternate melody by William Kirkpatrick)

Hark the Herald Angels Sing

4% "We Three Kings **** the children will NOT sing this. The congregation will
sing verses 1 and 5.

5. Joy To the World

A woN



Come Al Ve Faithful

Children, Verse 1
O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant,
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem!
Come, and behold Him, born the King of angels!
O come, let us adore Him,
O come, let us adore Him,
O come, let us adore Him, Christ, the Lord!

Congregation, Verse 3
Sing, choirs of angels; sing in exultation;
sing, all ye citizens of heav'n above!
Glory to God, all glory in the highest!
O come, let us adore Him;
O come, let us adore Him;
O come, let us adore Him, Christ, the Lord]!

Away in a Manger

Children, Verse 1
Away in a manger, no crib for a bed,
the little Lovd Jesus laid down His sweet head;
the stars in the heavens looked down where He lay,
the little Lovd Jesus asleep on the hay.

Congregation, Verse 2
The cattle are lowing, the Baby awakes,
but little Lord Jesus, no crying He makes.

I love Thee, Lord Jesus, look down from the sky
and stay by my side until morning is nigh.



Hark the Herald Angels Sing

Children, Verse 1
Hark! the herald angels sing,
"Glory to the newborn King:
peace on earth, and mercy mild,
God and sinners reconciled!"
Joyful, all ye nations, rise,

join the triumph of the skies;
with th'angelic hosts proclaim,
"Christ is born in Bethlehem!"
Havrk! the herald angels sing,

"Glory to the newborn King"

Congregation, Verse 2
Christ, by highest heaven adored,
Christ, the everlasting Lord,
late in time behold him come,
offspring of the Virgin's womb:
veiled in flesh the Godhead see;
hail th'incarnate Deity,
pleased with us in flesh to dwell,
Jesus, our Immanuel.
Hark! the herald angels sing,
"Glory to the newborn King"



We Three Kings

Congregation, Verses 1 & 5

We three kings of Orient are;

bearing gifts we traverse afar,
field and fountain, moor and mountain,
following yonder star.
O star of wonder, star of light,
star with royal beauty bright,
westward leading, still proceeding,
guide us to thy perfect light.

Glorious now behold him arise;
XKing and God and sacrifice:
Alleluia, Alleluia,
sounds through the earth and skies.
O star of wonder, star of light,
star with royal beauty bright,
westward leading, still proceeding,
guide us to thy perfect light.

Joy to the World

Children, Verse 1
Joy to the world; the Lovd is come;
Let Earth receive her King;
Let ev'ry heart prepare him room,
And heav'n and nature sing.

Congregation, Verse 2
Joy to the Earth, the Savior reigns;
Our mortal songs emplovy,
‘While fields and floods, rocks, hills and plains,
Repeat the sounding joy.



