
 
   

Zion Reformed United Church of Christ 
December 14, 2025 

 
To share the gospel of Christ 

in such a way that we find God, 
grow our faith, discover our purpose 

and make a difference. 
 

 
 
 
 
PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP  

 
“Love all God’s creation, the whole of it and every grain of sand in it. Love every leaf, 
every ray of God’s light. Love the animals, love the plants, love everything. If you love 
everything, you will perceive the divine mystery in things.”    

Fyodor Dostoevsky in The Brothers Karamazov 
 

GATHERING MUSIC AND BELLS        Piano Improvisation on Christmas Carols 
              
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
PRELUDE                                                                                                                                   This Little Babe 
  
*CALL TO WORSHIP 

 
O come you source of Love unto us all  
Enlighten us and help us hear your call  
To bear your Love out into the wild  
And celebrate God’s wondrous holy child!  
Rejoice, rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to us  
And all things shall be well  
 
Rejoice, rejoice! Emmanuel has come to us  
And all things shall be well  
When the world seems predictable  
Stuck in patterns of injustice and hurt  
The Holy astonishes us with good news  
And we find Awe!  And we find Hope!  And we find Joy! 

 
 
 



 
 
CHORAL REFRAIN Purple 144                                                                             In the Bleak Midwinter V. 4 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE                                                                              The Joy Family                                        

 
When deep blue darkness 
has unfolded its mysteries, 
we can measure our environment, 
understand it, recognize the signs of life 
we heard all around,  
and move with confidence. 
 
When we next return to deep darkness, 
we will know there is nothing to fear 
from the world beyond our senses. 
 
This candle 
on our Advent wreath 
represents our growing familiarity 
with God’s purposes, 
where the stories we have heard 
and the traditions we have inherited 
help us recognize the signs  
of life all around. 
  
In time we will move 
confidently forward 
into each new day, 
unwavering in devotion, 
unswerving in direction. 
But not yet, 
not fully. 
 

*HYMN Purple 99                     My Soul Gives Glory to My God 
 
 
 

What can I give him, poor as I am? 
If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb, 
if I were a wise man I would do my part, 
yet what I can I give him, give my heart. 



 
PRAYER OF HOPE A Vision           by Wendell Berry  

 
If we will have the wisdom to survive to stand like slow growing trees on a ruined place, 
renewing, enriching it, if we will make our seasons welcome here, asking not too much 
of earth or heaven,  
then a long time after we are dead the lives our lives prepare will live here, their houses 
strongly placed upon the valley’s sides, fields and gardens rich in the windows.  
 
The river will run clear, as we will never know it, and over it the birdsong like a canopy. 
On the levels of the hills will be green meadows, stock bells in noon shade. On the steeps 
where greed and ignorance cut down the old forest, an old forest will stand, its rich leaf-
fall drifting on its roots.  
The veins of forgotten springs will have opened. Families will be singing in the fields. 
In their voices they will hear a music risen out of the ground.  
 
They will take nothing out of the ground they will not return, whatever the grief at 
parting. Memory, native to this valley, will spread over it like a grove, and memory will 
grow into legend, legend into song, song into sacrament.  
The abundance of this place, the songs of its people and its birds, will be health and 
wisdom and indwelling light. This is no paradisal dream. Its hardship is its possibility. 

 
CHORAL RESPONSE 
                                O Holy Night V. 1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SCRIPTURE     Isaiah 35:1-10, NRSV         Lector: Barb Hendershot 

 
The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad; 
    the desert shall rejoice and blossom; 
like the crocus it shall blossom abundantly 
    and rejoice with joy and shouting. 
The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it, 
    the majesty of Carmel and Sharon. 

O holy night, the stars are brightly shining; 
it is the night of the dear Savior’s birth. 
Long lay the world in sin and error pining, 
till He appeared and the soul felt its worth. 
A thrill of hope, the weary world rejoices, 
for yonder breaks a new and glorious morn! 
Fall on your knees! O hear the angel voices! 
O night divine! O night when Christ was born! 
O night divine! O night, O night divine! 



They shall see the glory of the Lord, 
    the majesty of our God. 
 
 
Strengthen the weak hands 
    and make firm the feeble knees. 
Say to those who are of a fearful heart, 
    “Be strong, do not fear! 
Here is your God. 
    He will come with vengeance, 
with terrible recompense. 
    He will come and save you.” 
 
Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, 
    and the ears of the deaf shall be opened; 
then the lame shall leap like a deer, 
    and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy. 
For waters shall break forth in the wilderness 
    and streams in the desert; 
the burning sand shall become a pool 
    and the thirsty ground springs of water; 
the haunt of jackals shall become a swamp; 
    the grass shall become reeds and rushes. 
 
A highway shall be there, 
    and it shall be called the Holy Way; 
the unclean shall not travel on it, 
    but it shall be for God’s people; 
    no traveler, not even fools, shall go astray. 
No lion shall be there, 
    nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it; 
they shall not be found there, 
    but the redeemed shall walk there. 
And the ransomed of the Lord shall return 
    and come to Zion with singing; 
everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; 
    they shall obtain joy and gladness, 
    and sorrow and sighing shall flee away. 

 

Word of God.  Word of Life. 
 Thanks be to God. 
 

ANTHEM          ‘Twas in the Moon of Wintertime 
   

WORD FOR CHILDREN              Wombat Divine  



                            by Mem Fox, illustrated by Kerry Argent  
      

 
SCRIPTURE    Luke 1:39-55, The Inclusive Bible                    Lector: Barb Hendershot 
 

Within a few days Mary set out and hurried to the hill country to a town of Judah, where 
she entered Zechariah’s house and greeted Elizabeth. As soon as Elizabeth heard Mary’s 
greeting, the child leaped in her womb and Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit. In a 
loud voice she exclaimed, “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of 
your womb! But why am I so favored, that the mother of the Messiah should come to me? 
The moment your greeting reached my ears, the child in my womb leaped for joy. Blessed 
is she who believed that what our God said to her would be accomplished!” 
 

 
Mary said: “My soul proclaims your greatness, O God, and my spirit rejoices in you, my 
Savior. For you have looked with favor upon your lowly servant, and from this day 
forward all generations will call me blessed. For you, the Almighty, have done great 
things for me, and holy is your Name. Your mercy reaches from age to age for those who 
fear you. You have shown strength with your arm; you have scattered the proud in their 
conceit; you have deposed the mighty from their thrones and raised the lowly to high 
places. You have filled the hungry with good things, while you have sent the rich away 
empty. You have come to the aid of Israel your servant, mindful of your mercy— the 
promise you made to our ancestors—to Sarah and Abraham and their descendants 
forever.” 

  

 The Word of God for the people of God. 
 Thanks be to God. 
 
SERMON    My Soul Gives Glory to God                      Rev. Dr. E. Scott Winnette 
 
*HYMN  Purple 117            While Shepherds Watched Their Flocks 
 
CALL TO THE OFFERING 

 
Please pray with me. 
 
God, we cherished what we thought belonged only to us: our money and our time and 
our families and our freedom. 

 
Yet in a moment, we recognize that every truly good thing was a treasure we had taken 
from your open hand.  We thought such treasures were ours to earn and to own.  
 
You grow what we give away.  So we give you these gifts as a sign of your love and 
faithfulness. 

 



OFFERTORY           Break Forth, O Beauteous Heavenly Light 
 
DOXOLOGY 
   
  Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  
  Praise God, all creatures here below;  
  Alleluia, Alleluia,  
  Praise God above ye heavenly host.  
  Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  
  Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. 
 
PRAYER OF DEDICATION (in unison) 

 
O God of wondrous love, you have created each of us to serve your divine purpose.  
You have given us talents and abilities to do your work. When we are timid about 
using them, empower us with your Spirit.  You have given us the resources to prepare 
the way for Christ.  Take these gifts as our thanksgiving to be used for the building 
of your realm of peace and justice.  Amen. 
 

*HYMN Purple 143             Angels from the Realms of Glory
    
*BENEDICTION    

 
Depart in peace, and take with you the certain knowledge  
That God is always coming into the world.  
We will seek God, not in a long ago stable or ancient manger,  
But in the people we meet and the depths of our own hearts.  
 
May the blessing of Christmas make you a blessing to others;  
May the peace of the season pervade all that you do.  
We will welcome the challenge of discipleship.  
We will offer ourselves as God’s ministers.  
We will go forth in hope, peace, joy, and love. 
 

POSTLUDE                Angels We Have Heard on High 
 
 

Please remain seated until the altar candles are doused. 
The asterisk (*) indicates an invitation to stand in body or spirit. 

The BOLDFACE indicates when the congregation is invited to speak in unison. 
 
 



 

WORSHIP LEADERS 
 
The lector this week is Barb Hendershot. 
Ushers for this week are Christine Coleman, Tina Shafer, Judy Thomson, and Barb Ware. 
This week’s Children’s Church leader is Christine Coleman. 
 
NEXT WEEK’S WORSHIP & CALENDAR 
The lector for next week is Calvin Livingston. 
Next week’s ushers are Domenick Gerlando, Barb Hendershot, Matt McDonald, and William Wantz. 
 
12/16 Staff Meeting 11:00am 
 Tuesday Evening Ministry 5:00-6:30pm 
12/18 4-H Club Meeting 4:30pm 
 Choir Rehearsal 5:30pm 
12/21 Sunday School for Adults and Young Adult Classes 9:45am 
 Children’s Choir Practice 10:30am 
 Sunday Worship 11:00am 
 Christmas Pageant 11:00am 
 
BIRTHDAYS     

12/19 Patricia Winnette    
12/20 Anissa Wade     

 
 

PRAYING WITH ONE ANOTHER 
 
Prayer is one of the most important spiritual disciplines of our faith, promoting communication 
with God, and love for God and neighbor. Join us in prayer as we pray for all those in our 
communities that we have touched or who have touched us and those that simply crossed our paths. 
Let us also remember to pray for peace and safety around the world and to pray with and for our 
Zion siblings: 
 
Bruce Albright, Janis Albright, Eddie Barr, Naomi Brackett, Linda Cantilena, Richard Cantilena, 
Kim Cook; Bill Cook, Michael Graff Jr. (son of Sue and Mike), Jim Hatfield, Lyn Hoffmaster (Claire-
Marie’s sister), Dee Krause, Vicki Krouse (friend of Barb Ware), Mary Lorfing, Trish Lowman, 
Teresa Moats (friend of Christine Coleman), Craig Nilson (Curtis Nilson’s father), Marissa Palmer 
(friend of Carol Schultz), George & Mary Pietsch (Rae’s daughter and son-in-law), Linda Pittman 
(friend of Barry Landis), David Ridenour, Wells Ridenour, Angie Schaff, Tina Shafer, Staci Shafer, 
Mary Stann (friend of Kim Ridenour), Traci Van Vogelpoel, Randy Waters (Rick Waters’ brother), 
Christel, Christoph, and Anna Wolbring (friends of Kim Ridenour), Eric Wolbring, and Barry 
Yingling.  
 
 



 

Sunday Morning Schedule 
 9:45  Adult Sunday School – In-person and Zoom 
  Children’s Sunday School Class 
  Young Adult Class/Bible Study - Second and Fourth Sundays of the month 
 10:30  Children’s Choir in the Music Room 
 10:35  Choir Rehearsal in the Sanctuary 
 11:00  Worship in the Sanctuary and virtually at www.zionreformed.church/worshiplive 
  Children’s Church – every other week 
 12:00  Fellowship 

OPPORTUNITIES 
CHRISTMAS PAGEANT  

  
 
Come next Sunday for the Annual Christmas Pageant.   The children 
and youth of the church with Barb Hendershot's direction will lead us 
in the pageant, "WOW! A Nativity Play for Kids.  Come embrace the 
joy. 

 
 
 
 
TREE OF LIGHT 

Zion’s Tree of Light will be lit this Christmas season in the foyer of the Chapel.  Sparkling 
white lights will announce the Christmas season and serve as a beacon for those we  honor 
and remember during the holidays.  Proceeds this year will go to support Zion’s new Senior 
Daycare Center scheduled to open in April. 

 
EASY-CISE CLASS 
 Join us at 9:00am on the second Saturday of each month for our Easy-cise Class. Easy-cise 
 is a resistance-based fitness class that helps with core and arm workouts designed for 
 beginners, those with limited mobility, or anyone who prefers seated exercises. 
 

SERVICE OPPORTUNITIES 
 

Tuesday Night Ministry is collecting Individual Packets of Oatmeal & Hot Cereal for the month of 
December. We are also in need of empty Egg Cartons and Zip Lock Storage Bags in all sizes. 
 
Micah’s Backpack is collecting Individual Packets of Hot Chocolate & Hot Cider for the month of 
December. 
 
Thank you for your help in these outreach ministries. 



 

Service Credits 

CCLI Number:  6212519 

December 14 

Gathering music:     Piano Improvisation on Christmas Carols   Performed by C. M. Moblard 
(organist) of Zion Reformed UCC.   

Prelude:   This Little Babe.  Composed by Benjamin Britten.   Performed by Byron L. Stay 
(trumpeter) and C. M. Moblard (pianist) of Zion Reformed UCC. 

Hymns:   My Soul Gives Glory to My God.  Purple 99.  Tune:  Morning Song.  Wyeth’s 
Repository of Sacred Music.  Words by Meriam Winter.  Performed by Byron L. Stay (trumpeter) 
and C. M. Moblard (organist) of Zion Reformed UCC. 

    While Shepherds Watch Their Flocks.  Purple 117.  Tune:  Christmas.  Composed 
by Georg Frederic Handel.  Words by Nahum Tate.  Performed by Byron L. Stay (trumpeter) and 
C. M. Moblard (organist) of Zion Reformed UCC. 

   Angels from the Realms of Glory.  Purple 143.  Tune:  Regent Square.  Composed 
by Henry Thomas Smart.  Words by James Montgomery.  Performed by Byron L. Stay (trumpeter) 
and C. M. Moblard (organist) of Zion Reformed UCC. 

Source(s):  Hymnary (hymnary.org). 

Choir Anthem:   ‘Twas in the Moon of Wintertime.  French folk melody.  Words by Jean de 
Brebeuf.   

Offertory:    Break Forth, O Beauteous Heavenly Light.   Composed by J. S. Bach.   1940 by 
G. Schirmer.  Performed by Byron L. Stay (trumpeter) and C. M. Moblard (organist) of Zion 
Reformed UCC. 

Postlude:   Angels We Have Heard on High.  Traditional French melody.  Arr. by Mary 
McDonald.   2014 by Lorenz Publishing Co.  Performed by Byron L. Stay (trumpeter) and C. M. 
Moblard (organist) of Zion Reformed UCC. 

 


