
 
   

Zion Reformed United Church of Christ 
December 7, 2025 

 
To share the gospel of Christ 

in such a way that we find God, 
grow our faith, discover our purpose 

and make a difference. 
 

 
GATHERING MUSIC AND BELLS                Saviour of the Heathen, Come 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 Congregational Meeting 
 Cookie Exchange next Sunday 
 
PRELUDE                         Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence 
                    
*CALL TO WORSHIP 

 
A voice cries: “In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord; make straight in the desert 
a highway for our God. 
Every valley shall be lifted up and every mountain and hill made low; the uneven 
ground shall become level, and the rough places a plain. 
And the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it together, for the 
mouth of Adonai has spoken.” 

 The Lord’s name be praised! Amen and Alleluia! 
 
*HYMN   God of Starlight and Moon, Verse 2 

 
 



LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE                                                                             The Bell Family                                                           
 

When deep blue darkness 
steps aside for 
softly spreading flame, 
we take comfort 
from the warmth 
of living light. 
  

This candle 
on our Advent wreath 
represents the joy of life, 
which spreads as we share it. 
The unpredictable flicker of life  
brings comfort even when the future 
remains a mystery. 
In time every person 
will know the warmth 
of God’s love. 
But not yet, 
not fully. 

 

*HYMN Purple 93                        Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates 
 

PRAYER OF HOPE (in unison) 
 

Creating and Holy God, our earth is tilting and our inner light now glows against the 
gathering darkness. In our sacred place here, and in this holy hour, we need more light. 
In this world we know a valley for every mountain and a shadow for every light. This 
is a good season for us, and it is a hard season for us. As there is hope we also have 
despair and fear. As there is peace we know also the costs of war. As there is love there 
is also loss and emptiness, and griefs go deep. Keep us in all that is joyful, all that is 
glad and good, all that comes from you, Creating and Holy God. Amen. 

 

CHORAL RESPONSE                   O Holy Night 
 

Truly He taught us to love one another; 
His law is love and His gospel is peace. 
Chains shall He break, for the slave is our sibling, 
and in His name all oppression shall cease. 
Sweet hymns of joy in grateful chorus raise we, 
let all within us praise His holy name. 
Christ is the Lord! O praise His name forever! 
His pow'r and glory evermore proclaim! 
His pow'r and glory evermore proclaim! 

 



SCRIPTURE  Psalm 72  Interpretation from Psalms for Praying, Nan C. Merrill         Lector: Rae Smith 
 
Long may you live in our hearts, 
may praises be sung to You. 
May our prayers rise up before You 
and blessings of love be  
freely rendered.  
 
May we be ever grateful for the  
grain of the fields,  
for the fruits of the vine 
to be shared with all;  
And may the people blossom forth  
in the cities,  
like flowers in the meadow. 
 
Blessed be the Beloved, the One  
who dwells in open hearts,  
who guides us along the way.   
Blessed be You, who come in the  
Name of Love; 
may your glory fill the earth. 

 
Word of God.  Word of Life. 

 Thanks be to God. 
 
ANTHEM                         Light an Advent Candle 
 
WORD FOR CHILDREN  
      
SCRIPTURE      Matthew 3:1-12 (NRSV)          Lector: Rae Smith 

 
In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea, proclaiming, “Repent, 
for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” This is the one of whom the prophet Isaiah 
spoke when he said, “The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 
  ‘Prepare the way of the Lord; 
      make his paths straight.’ ” 
 
Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a leather belt around his waist, and his food 
was locusts and wild honey. Then Jerusalem and all Judea and all the region around the 
Jordan were going out to him, and they were baptized by him in the River Jordan, 
confessing their sins. 
 



But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming for his[b] baptism, he 
said to them, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the coming wrath? 
Therefore, bear fruit worthy of repentance, and do not presume to say to yourselves, ‘We 
have Abraham as our ancestor,’ for I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up 
children to Abraham.  Even now the ax is lying at the root of the trees; therefore every 
tree that does not bear good fruit will be cut down and thrown into the fire. 
 

“I baptize you with water for repentance, but the one who is coming after me is more 
powerful than I, and I am not worthy to carry his sandals. He will baptize you with the 
Holy Spirit and fire.  His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing 
floor and will gather his wheat into the granary, but the chaff he will burn with 
unquenchable fire.” 

 

 The Word of God for the people of God. 
 Thanks be to God. 
 

SERMON    Changing Hearts and Minds                       Rev. Dr. E. Scott Winnette 
 

*HYMN Purple 96                On Jordan’s Bank, the Baptist’s Cry 
 

SACRAMENT OF COMMUNION  
    

   Holy Jesus, be our guest. For you are already here. 
 

   God is with you. 
And also with you. 
People of God, lift up your hearts in praise. 
We lift them to our God. 
Let us give thanks to the God of our salvation. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
  

Holy God, once you made humankind you could not help but love them.  From the first 
human mistake, you planned the path to salvation.  Yet even when you set clear signs of 
promise in sky or stars, in the mouths of prophets or the faces of a newborns, people still 
felt astonished to receive your goodness.  Jesus, at your birth your parents greeted you 
with wonder.  On the cross, your enemies crushed you, then marveled as you exuded 
grace. 
 

Again and again we tell the age-old story of your grace.  Yet still we sing with wonder  
when you appear out of the blue.  
 

One night, long ago, the enemies of Jesus put an evil plan in motion.  In hours, they would 
imprison Jesus, try him, and unjustly put him to death.  
 

Jesus’ friends hardly expected the sudden betrayal, the quickness of injustice.  But God 
knew. 
So Jesus set the table for the long-awaited banquet of God’s grace.  
  



WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 
That night, the night in which he was betrayed, Jesus took bread, and gave thanks, 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me.  
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people 
for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
That night long ago has come to us today. At this table we find the same bread, Christ’s body; 
the same cup of Christ’s blood.  So we say the same prayer Jesus taught his friends… 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  
Hallowed be thy Name.  
Thy Kingdom come.  
Thy will be done  
on earth, as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our debts,  
As we forgive our debtors.  
Lead us not into temptation,  
But deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom,  
And the power, and the glory,  
Forever and ever. Amen. 

 
Holy Spirit, we may not feel the fire of your presence, but pour yourself out upon this bread 
and this cup. And suffuse those gathered here with your holiness so we may be crumbs of 
your mercy and drops of your goodness. Make us your people, who can never separate from 
you again. 
 

   INVITATION TO THE TABLE          It Came Upon the Midnight Clear 
What Child Is This? 

 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION (in unison) 

 
Jesus, the world looks different from your table. 
Here, there are no strangers, and grace is never a surprise. 
Life always thrives in the desert, and a promise never shades with doubt. 
 
Soon as we rise from this table, our memories of this goodness fade. 
Bring us back every day to your promises: astonish us again. Amen. 
 



CALL TO THE OFFERING 
 
Please pray with me. 
 
God, we cherished what we thought belonged only to us: our money and our time and our 
families and our freedom. 

 
Yet in a moment, we recognize that every truly good thing was a treasure we had taken 
from your open hand.  We thought such treasures were ours to earn and to own.  
 
You grow what we give away.  So we give you these gifts as a sign of your love and 
faithfulness. 

 
OFFERTORY                   Sleepers Awake! 
  
DOXOLOGY 
   
  Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  
  Praise God, all creatures here below;  
  Alleluia, Alleluia,  
  Praise God above ye heavenly host.  
  Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  
  Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. 
 
PRAYER OF DEDICATION (in unison) 

 
O God of wondrous love, you have created each of us to serve your divine purpose.  You 
have given us talents and abilities to do your work. When we are timid about using 
them, empower us with your Spirit.  You have given us the resources to prepare the way 
for Christ.  Take these gifts as our thanksgiving to be used for the building of your 
realm of peace and justice.  Amen. 
 

*HYMN Purple 97             Watchman, Tell Us of the Night 
 
*BENEDICTION    

 
Be people of hope. 
Let hope live in your heart and share the hope of Christ with all you meet. 
Share hope by noticing someone else’s humanity. 
Share hope by listening to someone’s story. 
Share hope by praying for our world. 
In this Advent season, we need to see, feel, and share hope. 
As you go out into the wonder of God’s creations, share hope with those you meet. Amen. 

 



POSTLUDE          Ding Dong! Merrily on High 
 

Please remain seated until the altar candles are doused. 
The asterisk (*) indicates an invitation to stand in body or spirit. 

The BOLDFACE indicates when the congregation is invited to speak in unison. 

 
 
 

 

PRAYING WITH ONE ANOTHER 
 
Prayer is one of the most important spiritual disciplines of our faith, promoting communication 
with God, and love for God and neighbor. Join us in prayer as we pray for all those in our 
communities that we have touched or who have touched us and those that simply crossed our paths. 
Let us also remember to pray for peace and safety around the world and to pray with and for our 
Zion siblings: 
 
Bruce Albright, Janis Albright, Becky Arnemann (caretaker for the Keefer family), Eddie Barr, 
Naomi Brackett, Linda Cantilena, Richard Cantilena, Kim Cook; Bill Cook, Michael Graff Jr. (son of 
Sue and Mike), Jim Hatfield, Lyn Hoffmaster (Claire-Marie’s sister), Dee Krause, Vicki Krouse 
(friend of Barb Ware), Welcome Anthony Carroll Loccisano, 11/23/2025, Mary Lorfing, Trish 
Lowman, Teresa Moats (friend of Christine Coleman), Craig Nilson (Curtis Nilson’s father), Marissa 
Palmer (friend of Carol Schultz), George & Mary Pietsch (Rae’s daughter and son-in-law), Linda 
Pittman (friend of Barry Landis), David Ridenour, Wells Ridenour, Angie Schaff, Staci Shafer, Mary 
Stann (friend of Kim Ridenour), Traci Van Vogelpoel, Randy Waters (Rick Waters’ brother), 
Christel, Christoph, and Anna Wolbring (friends of Kim Ridenour), Eric Wolbring, and Barry 
Yingling.  
 
 



 

WORSHIP LEADERS 
 
The lector this week is Rae Smith. 
Ushers for this week are Frank Ebersole, Carol Mooers, Rich Owens, and Rick Waters. 
 
NEXT WEEK’S WORSHIP & CALENDAR 
The lector for next week is Barb Hendershot. 
Next week’s ushers are Christine Coleman, Tina Shafer, Judy Thomson, and Barb Ware. 
Next week’s Children’s Church leader is Christine Coleman. 
 12/9  Staff Meeting 11:00am 
 HARC Monthly Meeting 12:30pm 
 Tuesday Evening Ministry 5:00-6:30pm 
12/13 Potluck & Bible Study 6:00pm 
12/11 Choir Rehearsal 5:30pm 
12/13 Easy-cise Class 9:00am 
12/14  Sunday School for Adults and Young Adult Classes 9:45am 
 Children’s Choir Practice 10:30am 
 Sunday Worship 11:00am 
 Children’s Church 11:00am 
 Cookie Exchange 12:00pm 
 
 BIRTHDAYS    ANNIVERSARIES 

12/10 Jeanne Stoner   12/7 Peggy & Bob Lowman 
12/12 Koda Bell    12/12 Karen & Wells Ridenour 
12/13 Carol France 

 
 

Sunday Morning Schedule 
 9:45  Adult Sunday School – In-person and Zoom 
  Children’s Sunday School Class 
  Young Adult Class/Bible Study - Second and Fourth Sundays of the month 
 10:30  Children’s Choir in the Music Room 
 10:35  Choir Rehearsal in the Sanctuary 
 11:00  Worship in the Sanctuary and virtually at www.zionreformed.church/worshiplive 
  Children’s Church – every other week 
 12:00  Fellowship 

OPPORTUNITIES 
EASY-CISE CLASS 
 Join us at 9:00am on the second Saturday of each month for our Easy-cise Class. Easy-Cise  
 is a resistance-based fitness class that helps with core and arm workouts designed for 
 beginners, those with limited mobility, or anyone who prefers seated exercises. 
 



 

Service Credits 
CCLI Number: 6212519 

December 7 
 
Gathering music:   Saviour of the Heathen, Come. Settings by J. S. Bach and Buxtehude. 

Composed by J. S. Bach.  1940 by G. Schirmer. Performed by C. M. Moblard (organist) of Zion 
Reformed UCC. 
 

Prelude:    Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence. French 17th century melody. Setting by 
Benjamin Kolodziej.  2015 by Concordia Publishing House. 

 
Hymns:    Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates. Purple 93. Tune: Truro. Composed by 

Musica Sacra. Words by Georg Weissel (1642). Performed by Byron L. Stay (trumpeter) and C. M. 
Moblard (organist) of Zion Reformed UCC. 
On Jordan’s Bank, the Baptist’s Cry. Purple 96. Tune: Winchester New. 
Musikalisches. Words by Charles Coffin (1736). Performed by Byron L. Stay (trumpeter) and C. M. 
Moblard (organist) of Zion Reformed UCC. 
Watchman, Tell Us of the Night. Purple 97. Tune: Aberystwyth. Composed by 
Joseph Parry (1876). Words by John Bowring (1825). Performed by Byron L. Stay (trumpeter) and C. M. 
Moblard (organist) of Zion Reformed UCC. 

Source(s): Hymnary (hymnary.org 
Choir Anthem:   Light an Advent Candle. Composed by Becki Slagle Mayo.  2007 by the 

Lorenz Publishing Co. CCLI number: 5073694 
 
Offertory:   Sleepers Awake! Composed by J. S. Bach.  1940 by G. Schirmer. Performed 

by Byron L. Stay (trumpeter) and C. M. Moblard (organist) of Zion Reformed UCC. 
 
Communion:   It Came Upon the Midnight Clear. Composed by Richard Storrs Willis. Arr. by 

Mark Hayes. 
What Child Is This? Traditional 16th century English melody. Arr. by Mark 
Hayes.  2011 by the Lorenz Corporation. Performed by C. M. Moblard (pianist) of Zion Reformed 
UCC. 

 
Postlude:   Ding Dong! Merrily on High. Traditional French Carol. Arr. by Mary 

McDonald.  2019 by Lorenz Publishing Co. Performed by Byron L. Stay (trumpeter) and C. M. Moblard 
(organist) of Zion Reformed UCC. 

SERVICE OPPORTUNITIES 
 

Tuesday Night Ministry is collecting Individual Packets of Oatmeal & Hot Cereal for the month of 
December. We are also in need of empty Egg Cartons and Zip Lock Storage Bags in all sizes. 
 
Micah’s Backpack is collecting Individual Packets of Hot Chocolate & Hot Cider for the month of 
December. 
 
Thank you for your help in these outreach ministries. 


