
 
 

November 9, 2025 
Zion Reformed United Church of Christ 

 
To share the gospel of Christ 

in such a way that we find God, 
grow our faith, discover our purpose 

and make a difference. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
GATHERING MUSIC & BELLS                                 Amazing Grace 

Onward, Christian Soldiers 
Mine Eyes Have Seen the Glory 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  
  

Appreciation for all who hosted Hager’s Week. 
 Pledge Cards in Pew         
 Welcome to Rev. Sheresa Simpson-Rice 
 
PRELUDE                             Fantasia on “America the Beautiful.” 
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP 

 
We are gathered together in Jesus' name, one in Spirit and Body. 
We are eager to hear the Word to illuminate our lives. 
We did not come this way by accident, we prepared for the journey. 
We bring our meager resources and our longing hearts. 
Let us share in this time together, binding our lives to each other. 
One in Spirit, One in Body, United by faith we bring our whole selves to worship God.  Amen. 

 
*HYMN See Insert               We’ve a  Story To Tell To the Nations 
 
INVITATION TO CONFESSION 

 
Every gift matters. In today’s scripture, it was one small gift of a child that inspired a miracle. We 
forget that every gift matters. We forget what God can do with small gifts. Let us draw near to God, 
so that we can remember.  



 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (in unison) 
 
Holy God, we know that we are called to generosity, and yet, we so often fall into the trap of scarcity. 
Like the disciples, we are sure that there just isn’t enough. Calm our anxious spirits. Tune our hearts 
to see those small gifts already being shared. Amen.  

 
WORDS OF ASSURANCE 

 
God did not rest until the generosity and abundance were felt by all. God will not rest until we are 
all redeemed, restored and fulfilled. Be assured of God’s miraculous love and grace. Amen. 

 
ANTHEM                           Master Let Me Walk With Thee 
                                           
 
WORD WITH CHILDREN                                  
      
SCRIPTURE   Mark 6:34-44 (NRSV)        Lector: Jean Simmons 

 
And Jesus, when he came out, saw much people, and was moved with compassion toward them, 
because they were as sheep not having a shepherd: and he began to teach them many things.  And 
when the day was now far spent, his disciples came unto him, and said, This is a desert place, and now 
the time is far passed. 
 
Send them away, that they may go into the country round about, and into the villages, and buy 
themselves bread, for they have nothing to eat. He answered and said unto them, Give ye them to eat. 
And they say unto him, Shall we go and buy two hundred pennyworth of bread, and give them to eat?  
 
He saith unto them, How many loaves have ye? go and see. And when they knew, they say, Five, and 
two fishes. And he commanded them to make all sit down by companies upon the green grass.  And 
they sat down in ranks, by hundreds, and by fifties. 
And when he had taken the five loaves and the two fishes, he looked up to heaven, and blessed, and 
brake the loaves, and gave them to his disciples to set before them; and the two fishes divided he 
among them all. 
And they did all eat, and were filled.  And they took up twelve baskets full of the fragments, and of 
the fishes.  And they that did eat of the loaves were about five thousand men. 

 
 This is the word of God for the people of God. 
 Thanks be to God. 
 
*HYMN Purple 8                Eternal Father Strong to Save 
 
SERMON  Looking for the Miracle                      Rev. Sheresa Simpson-Rice 
    
*HYMN                                       The Lord’s Prayer 
 
SACRAMENT OF COMMUNION  

 
The miracle of feeding five thousand people helps us understand the meaning of Communion. God wants 
everyone to come away from the table nourished and fulfilled. We all bring different gifts to the table, but 
we all leave feeling restored. Just as Jesus was bold to thank God for a feast before one had appeared, we are 
bold to thank God for the gift of this table. Whether your hands are empty or full, come to the table to be 
part of God’s miracle. 
 



 

GREAT PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
 
God be with you. 

 And also with you. 
 Lift up your hearts. 
 We lift them to God. 
 Let us give thanks to God Most High. 
 It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 Let us continue in prayer… 
 
 Before life stirred your Spirit brooded over darkness exploding light in all directions. 
 Rainbow promise celebrated your creation. 
 
 Your Spirit led a people to long for you; 
 guiding them gently: a pillar of cloud by day; fire by night. 
 
 Prophets spoke of your justice dancing Spirit songs of liberation; 
 with tambourine and whispered hope. 
 
 Your still small voice in lonely places; 
 as dry bones lived and friendships blossomed. 
 
 With tender Spirit passion you embodied Love nestling in the womb of Mary; 
 calling fishermen, accompanying women, blessing children. 

 
They found themselves on Calvary’s road accompanying Love to the cross and the tomb; meeting 
Love in the garden and on the shore; 

 taking the risk of letting go so the Spirit of comfort might come to them. 
 
Accompanying Christ today in one another with life-giving encounters of grace, we flesh out the 
Spirit’s fruit through Spirit gifts in communities of hope; 

 celebrating the gifts of others sustaining us on our journeys; 
our hearts burn within us as we feel the stirrings of your presence. 
 
Touch us by your Spirit as we touch this bread and wine, fruits of the earth to nourish us with the 
very presence of Christ; as we recall the night of betrayal after he had washed the feet of his 
companions, when Jesus blessed bread, breaking it and sharing it, saying, ‘This is my body which is 
given for you; do this to re-member me.’ 

  
We recall the moment after supper when Jesus blessed the cup 
he gave to them, saying, ‘Drink this all of you; this is my blood 
of the new promise shed for you and for many to convey your grace; 
do this as often as you drink it to re-member me.’ 

 
Blazing Spirit, light these gifts with holy fire, so we who receive them may be  
ablaze with your love. As we remember fractured stories of your marred image, broken bodies of 
inhospitality and blood spilt in war and waste, do not leave us in a place of loneliness; do not abandon 
us. Come as comforter and counsellor; come as fiery dragon’s breath; come lightly as dove’s wings; 
 

 come make your home in us. 
  

In this humble meal we receive you; in our embodied hospitality you take  
your refuge; when your wings are broken and your fire quenched. Come  



 

Spirit, yearn for us as we yearn for you.  Together we shall burst the bars of  
fear, flying freely, bringing warmth to the earth and winds of justice to those who cry ‘Peace’. 

 
The Spirit calls us to break down the walls of division; to break through the barriers of fear; to break 
out of our tombs of apathy. So we break this bread as a symbol of solidarity with all communities who 
work and pray to this end. 

 
This is our unity with all that breathes the Spirit of God, and our commitment to embody the 
fruit and gifts of Pentecost. 

 
THE BREAKING AND SHARING OF THE BREAD                 Impromptu, Op. 90 and Op. 142 
 
PRAYER OF COMMITMENT 

 
Spiraling Spirit, through this meal ground us in community with  
compassionate welcome to all who touch the threshold of this place. 
Dare us to proclaim your disturbing power and majestic glory 
in the harshness of the world’s distress. 

 
CALL TO THE OFFERING 

 
There were many small miracles in the large miracle of feeding five thousand people. One of those 
small miracles was the generosity of the first child to offer their loaves and fish. They shared what 
they had so that others might have enough. One small gift, one big miracle. When we share our gifts, 
we inspire others to do the same, and we become part of God’s dream to make sure all are fed.   

OFFERTORY                       Ashokan Farewell 
 
*DOXOLOGY     

 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 

 Praise God, all creatures here below; 
 Alleluia, Alleluia, 
 Praise God above ye heavenly host. 
 Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. 
 Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. 
 
PRAYER OF DEDICATION (in unison) 

 
Gracious God, you have performed miracles and set a table before us. You have brought us together 
into one community, making sure we have enough. Today, we offer these gifts as our commitment to 
work and dream with you. We pray that you can use them to realize your dream in which all are known, 
all are loved, and all are fed. In your name we pray, Amen. 

 
*HYMN                   Let There Be Peace on Earth 
 

Let there be peace on earth 
And let it begin with me. 

Let There Be Peace on Earth 
The peace that was meant to be. 

With God as our Father 
Brothers all are we. 

Let me walk with my brother 
In perfect harmony. 



 

Let peace begin with me 
Let this be the moment now. 

With ev'ry step I take 
Let this be my solemn vow 

To take each moment and live 
Each moment in peace eternally. 

Let there be peace on earth 
And let it begin with me. 

  
*BENEDICTION 

 
Let this worship be a small gift to you that gets multiplied out into the world. Share the love you have 
received here today and watch as God expands it. Amen. 

  
POSTLUDE                        Stars and Stripes Forever 

 
    Remain seated until the altar candles are doused. 

 
The asterisk (*) indicates an invitation to stand in body or spirit. 

The BOLDFACE indicates when the congregation is invited to speak in unison.  
 
 

We give thanks to the Rev. Sheresa Simpson-Rice, Associate Conference Minister, for preaching for us this 
morning.  She serves as the Associate Conference Minister for Leadership Development and for the western region 
of our conference, providing support to churches in West Virginia, Virginia, and western Maryland.  
 

 
Prayer is one of the most important spiritual disciplines of our faith, promoting communication with God, and love for God and 
neighbor.  Join us in prayer as we pray for all those in our communities that we have touched or that have touched us and those 
that simply crossed our paths. Let us also remember to pray for peace and safety around the world and to pray with and for our 

Zion siblings: 
 

Bruce Albright, Janis Albright, Becky Arnemann (caretaker for the Keefer family),  Eddie Barr, Naomi Brackett, 
Linda Cantilena, Richard Cantilena, Family of Bill Christoffel, Kim & Bill Cook, Michael Graff Jr. (son of Sue 
and Mike),  Beth Gross, Beth Hauver, Jim Hatfield, Lyn Hoffmaster (Claire-Marie’s sister), Dee Krause, Vicki 
Krouse (friend of Barb Ware), Mary Lorfing, Trish Lowman, Teresa Moats (friend of Christine Coleman), 
Margaret Munroe, Craig Nilson (Curtis Nilson’s father), Marissa Palmer (friend of Carol Schultz), George & 
Mary Pietsch (Rae’s daughter and son-in-law), Linda Pittman (friend of Barry Landis), David Ridenour, Wells 
Ridenour, Angie Schaff, Staci Shafer, Tina Shafer, Mary Stann (friend of Kim Ridenour), Cheryl (sister of 
Colleen Rafferty), The family of Debra Blair Storey, Traci Van Vogelpoel, Randy Waters (Rick Waters’ 
brother), Johnny Wilson (Alyns’ brother), Christel, Christoph, and Anna Wolbring (friends of Kim Ridenour), 
Eric Wolbring, Angela Yamashita, and Barry Yingling. 

 



 

 
   

OPPORTUNITIES 
 
EASY-CISE CLASS 

Join us at 9:00am on the second Saturday of each month for our Easy-cise Class.  "Easy-cise" 
is a resistance-based fitness class that helps with core and arm workouts designed for beginners, 
those with limited mobility, or anyone who prefers seated exercises. 
 
 

 

SERVICE OPPORTUNITIES 
 
Tuesday Night Ministry is collecting Hot Chocolate and Hot Cider for the month of November.   We are 
also in need of empty Egg Cartons and Zip Lock Storage Bags in all sizes. 
 
Micah’s Backpack is collecting Individual Packets of Oatmeal for the month of November. 
 
4-H Community Outreach project this fall is collecting new socks from October 5 – November 16th. The 
Leadership Club has challenged all the clubs to collect socks and the club with the most socks wins a Club 
Pizza party. Zion will you help the Downtown 4-H Club try to raise the most socks? 
 
Thank you for your help in these outreach ministries. 
 

WORSHIP LEADERS 
The lector this week is Jean Simmons. 
Ushers for this week are Christine Coleman, Tina Shafer, Judy Thompson, and Barb Ware. 
This week’s Children’s Church leader is Kodi Taylor. 
 
NEXT WEEK’S WORSHIP & CALENDAR 
The lector for next week is Barb Ware. 
Next week’s ushers are Domenick Gerlando, Barb Hendershot, Matt McDonald, and William Wantz. 
 
11/11 Staff Meeting 11:00am 

Tuesday Evening Ministry 5:00-6:30pm 
11/12 Potluck & Bible Study 6:00pm  
11/13 Newsletter Deadline  

Choir Practice 5:30pm 
11/15 Easy-cise Class 9:00am  
11/16 Sunday School for Adults and Middle/Senior Class 9:45am 
 Children’s Choir Practice 10:30am 
 Sunday Worship 11:00am 
 Usher Training 12:30pm 
 

BIRTHDAYS       
11/11 Margaret Munroe  11/14 Beth Gross 
11/13 Bill Brewer   11/15 Brandie Burchard 
11/13 Curtis Nilson 



  

Service Credits 
CCLI Number:  6212519 

November 9  
Gathering music:   Amazing Grace.  Arr. by C. M. Moblard.  Composed by John Newton.   
 
  Onward, Christian Soldiers.  Composed by Arthur S. Sullivan.  Arr. by Lani Smith.   1970 by Lorenz 
Publishing Co.   
   
  Mine Eyes Have Seen the Glory.  Traditional American melody.  Arr. by Mary McDonald.   2014 by Lorenz 
Publishing Co.  Performed by Byron L. Stay (trumpeter) and C. M. Moblard (organist) of Zion Reformed UCC. 
 
Prelude:    Fantasia on “America the Beautiful.”  Composed by Samuel A. Ward.  Arr. by Rex Koury.   1986 by Lorenz 
Publishing Co.  Performed by Byron L. Stay (trumpeter) and C. M. Moblard (organist) of Zion Reformed UCC. 
 
Hymns:   We’ve a  Story To Tell To the Nations.  Insert.  Composed by Henry Ernest Nichol.  Performed by C. M. 
Moblard (organist) of Zion Reformed UCC. 
 
  Eternal Father Strong to Save.   Purple 8.  Tune:  Melita.  Composed by John Baccus Dykes (1861)).  Words by 
William Whiting (1860).  Performed by Byron L. Stay (trumpeter) and C. M. Moblard (organist) of Zion Reformed UCC. 
 
   Let There Be Peace on Earth.  Composed by Sy Miller.  Words by Harlene Wood.  Performed by Byron L. Stay 
(trumpeter) and C. M. Moblard (organist) of Zion Reformed UCC. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer.  Music by Claire-Marie Moblard.  Performed by Byron L. Stay 
(trumpeter) and C. M. Moblard (organist) of Zion Reformed UCC. 
 
Source(s):  Hymnary (hymnary.org). 
 
Choir Anthem: Master Let Me Walk With Thee.  Composed by Pam Johnson.   
 
Offertory:   Ashokan Farewell.  Composed by Jay Ungar.   1983 by Swinging Door Music.  Performed by Byron L. Stay 
(trumpeter) and C. M. Moblard (organist) of Zion Reformed UCC. 
 
Communion: Impromptu, Op. 90 and Op. 142.  Composed by Franz Schubert.   1897 by G. Schirmer, Inc.  Performed by 
C. M. Moblard (pianist) of Zion Reformed UCC. 
 
Postlude:   Stars and Stripes Forever.  Composed by John Phillip Sousa.  Transcribed for organ by Joseph M. 
Linger.  2012 by Wayne Leupold Editions.  Performed by Byron L. Stay (piccolo trumpeter) and C. M. Moblard (organist) of 
Zion Reformed UCC. 
 
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL AND LEARNING OPTIONS 
 

Sunday Morning Schedule 
 9:45 Adult Sunday School – In-person and Zoom 
  Children’s Sunday School Class 

Middle/High School Students Sunday school-First and Third Sundays of the month in the 
Youth Room  
Young Adult Class/Bible Study - Second and Fourth Sundays of the month - Location TBD 

 10:30 Children’s Choir in the Music Room 
 10:35 Choir Rehearsal in the Sanctuary 

11:00 Worship in the Sanctuary and virtually at www.zionreformed.church/worshiplive 
 Children’s Church – every other week 
12:00 Fellowship 
 

Young Adult Bible Study 
Our Young Adult bible Study meets at 9:45 on the 3rd and 4th Sundays of the month.  This alternates 
with our Youth Bible Study which is on the 1st and 3rd Sundays.  If you have young children, there is 
Children’s Sunday School at the same time.  We will be following a video-based curriculum called 
Animate. 

 
 
 

http://www.zionreformed.church/worshiplive

