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Second Sunday of EASTER

[bookmark: Mary_Mother_of_God_Sunday]April 16, 2023 11:00am

“”Peace cannot be kept by force.  It can only be achieved by understanding.”
						Albert Einstein
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SHINING WITH THE
GOOD NEWS
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[bookmark: Our_Mission_Statement]Our Mission Statement
To share the gospel of Christ in such a way that we find God, grow our faith, discover our purpose, and make a difference.


Meditation of the Week:   “Whether your faith is that there is a God or that there is not a God, if you don’t have any doubts, you are either kidding yourself or asleep. Doubts are the ants in the pants of faith. They keep it awake and moving.”   ~Frederick Buechner~


Gathering Music			“Praeludium und Fuge in c minor”			       J. S. Bach


Ringing of the Bells		 
 

Prelude to Worship			“The Heavens Declare (Psalm 19)” 		    Benedetto Marcello


Words of Welcome
	Introduction of the Rev. Dr. E. Scott Winnette   
         Kimberly Ridenour, Search Committee Chair


*Call to Community
Thanks be for Easter, and for Christ who has risen.
Easter is more than a moment. It is a direction away from being stuck and toward being helped and swung into action.
Today we are a community of people revitalized and reminded of who we are.
Each day we are reminded of the resurrection life of God’s people.
Our delight does not cancel out problems but makes them possible to bear together.
Thanks be for Easter: for blessings which expand our world, rebirth of nature, justice envisioned, love amid difference, hope for the frightened, food for the hungry, home for the stranger, and for Christ who is risen! Alleluia! Amen!


*Opening Hymn			“Jesus Shall Reign”					        Red #371

Prayer of Hope
Unlock the doors of fear and doubt.
May our faith spill into the streets!
Jesus is risen!
Death has no more claims on our life.
In life, in death, in life after death, God lives.
Peace be with you.
And also with you.  Amen.

First Reading 									       Philippians 4:4-6, 12-13
											Lector: Jean Simmons
Rejoice in Adonai always; again I will say, Rejoice. Let your gentleness be known to everyone. God is near. Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. I know what it is to have little, and I know what it is to have plenty. In any and all circumstances I have learned the secret of being well-fed and of going hungry, of having plenty and of being in need. I can do all things through God who strengthens me.


Children’s Time


Anthem			“We Are Singing for the Lord is Our Light”			      Zion Choir				


Second Reading										John 20:19-31
When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.” When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.” But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus came. So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe.”

A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe.” Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe.” Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in this book. But these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing you may have life in his name.


The Message				    “Peace Be with You” 		    Rev. Dr. E. Scott Winnette


*Hymn of Praise			“Guide Me O Thou Great Jehovah”  			         Red #80


Morning Prayer

The Prayer that Jesus Teaches Us
Our Father, who art in heaven,
Hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come.
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil:
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
Forever and ever. Amen.


Invitation to Give
Let us gather our gifts together and bring them to God as an offering of gratitude and praise!

Offertory			       “Wake, Awake for Night is Flying”			 J. S. Bach


*Choral Response 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow.
Praise God all creatures here below.
Praise God above, you heavenly host.
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.


Blessing our Gifts
In this moment draw me to yourself, God, and make me aware not so much of what I’ve given as of all I have received and so have yet to share.  Send me forth in power and gladness and with great courage to live out in the world what I pray and profess, that in sharing, I may do justice, make peace, grow in love, enjoy myself and other people, and your world now, and you forever.  Amen.  			


*Closing Hymn		 		“O Zion Haste”  				        Red #380

*Sending Forth
Whoever you are, no matter how lovely or lonely, the world offers itself to your imagination, calls to you like the wild geese, harsh and exciting -- over and over announcing your place in the family of things. Go in peace.


Postlude			“O Clap Your Hands”  (Truro)         Hymn Settings by Franklin D. Ashdown


Congregational Meeting





****  Altar Flowers this week are in memory of Andrew K. and Gladys Coffman.  ****
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Prayer is one of the most important spiritual disciplines of our faith, promoting communication with God, and love for God and neighbor. Submit your prayer requests to the church office to be included on the prayer list. Join with us in prayer as we pray for all those in our communities that we have touched or that have touched us and those that simply crossed our paths. Let us also remember to pray for peace and safety around the world and to pray with and for our Zion siblings: Holly Bell, Naomi Brackett, Jane Bowen, Brenda Bowers, Linda Cantilena, Richard Cantilena, Kim & Bill Cook, Ronald Curry Sr., Garber Family, Michael Graff Jr. (son of Sue and Mike), Teddy Grogan, Beth Gross, Sherry Hockman, Lyn Hoffmaster, Jane Hollabaugh, Paul Hose, Michael Jones, Ann Kalinoski, Rhonda Kane, Alyssa Kline, Dee Krause, Jerri Livingston, Anthony Martin, Sofia Martinez, Dee McGlauckin, Mary Murphy, Barry & Amy Newlin, Annie Penick, James Penick, Sue Penick, Mark Plotner, Michelle Porter, David Ridenour, Mackenzie Ridenour, Betsy Roulette, Verna Rosenfield, Brianna Russell, Jeff Shade, Ralph & Scherry Sellers, Staci Shafer, Danny & Julia Springer, Jovan Summers, Thelma Summers, Martha Tallant, Tracy Roach Walls, Eleanor Wible, Eric Wolbring, Robert Yeoman
*Prayer Requests remain active on the prayer list for 4-weeks unless renewed.


The lector for this week is Jean Simmons, next week is Missie LaBombard.
Ushers for this week are Frank Ebersole, Carol Mooers, Rich Owens, TBD.
Next week’s ushers are Domenick Gerlando, Barb Hendershot, Matt McDonald, William Wantz.
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Sally Stewart		04/17
	Happy Birthday	Michael Mooers	04/21
				LoriBeth Martin	04/21
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HAPPENINGS THIS WEEK:

4/18  Tuesday Supper and 1 Stop Shop 5:00-6:30pm downstairs in       
            Fellowship Hall
4/20  Thursday Lunch Bunch 11:30am
         Choir Practice 4:00pm 
         4-H Club 4:30pm
4/21  Franklin County Historical Society tour of our church 9:00am
[image: Paragraph Squiggle outline][image: Paragraph Squiggle outline][image: Paragraph Squiggle outline][image: Paragraph Squiggle outline]4/22  Cinderella Shop 9:30am
        
                 


Youth Group will be meeting once a month starting next Sunday, April 23rd, at 4:00pm

Beginning Wednesday April 26th, we will be holding a Wednesday Night Potluck and Worship Group at 6:00pm 




[bookmark: _Hlk132269477]Service Credits
April 16

Gathering music:  	Praeludium und Fuge in c minor.  Composed by J. S. Bach.   1949 by G. Schirmer, Inc.  Performed by C. M. Moblard (organist) of Zion Reformed UCC.  

Prelude: 		 The Heavens Declare (Psalm 19).   Composed by Benedetto Marcello.   Mercury Music.  Performed by C. M. Moblard (organist) of Zion Reformed UCC.  

Hymns:		 Jesus Shall Reign.  (Duke Street). Red 371.   Composed by John Hatton (1793).  Words by Isaac Watts (1719).  Performed by Byron L. Stay (trumpeter) and C. M. Moblard (organist) of Zion Reformed UCC.

			 Guide Me O Thou Great Jehovah (CWM Rhondda).  Red 80.  Composed by John Hughes (1907).  Words by William Williams (1745).  Performed by Byron L. Stay (trumpeter) and C. M. Moblard (organist) of Zion Reformed UCC.

			O Zion Haste (Tidings).  Red 380.  Composed by James Walch (1875).  Words by Mary Ann Thomson (1870).  Performed by Byron L. Stay (trumpeter) and C. M. Moblard (organist) of Zion Reformed UCC.

Source(s):  Hymnary (hymnary.org).

Choral anthem:	 We Are Singing for the Lord is Our Light.  Choral Arr. By Hal H. Hopson.   1994 by Agape (a division of Hope Publishing Co.  CCLI number 1321512

Offertory:  		Wake, Awake for Night is Flying.  Composed by J. S. Bach.   1949 by G. Schirmer, Inc.  Performed by Byron L. Stay (trumpeter) and C. M. Moblard (organist) of Zion Reformed UCC.

Offertory response:	Doxology.  (Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow).  

Postlude:		 O Clap Your Hands (Truro).  Hymn Settings by Franklin D. Ashdown.   2023 by The Sacred Music Press.   Performed by C. M. Moblard (organist) of Zion Reformed UCC.  
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201 North Potomac Street, Hagerstown, MD 21740 
Office Hours: 8:30-12:30, Monday through Friday 
Facebook: @ZionRUCC | YouTube: Zion Reformed UCC 
Web: www.zionreformed.church
Email: zionrucc@myactv.net Phone: 301.739.7244
[bookmark: Rev_Katie_Penick,_Interim_Minister]❧
[bookmark: Phone:_240.418.8028_|_Email:_zionruccpas]Rev Katie Penick, Interim Minister
Phone: 240.418.8028 | Email: zionruccpastor@myactv.net

[bookmark: Rae_Smith,_Interim_Church_Administrator][bookmark: Phone:_301.739.7244_|_Email:_zionrucc@my]Rae Smith, Church Administrative Assistant
Phone: 301.739.7244 | Email: zionrucc@myactv.net
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